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ADVENT AND THE REASON FOR THE SEASON 
 
Happy New Year!  Church year, that is! Just as the change of seasons give a certain rhythm to our daily life so 

also the changes in the Liturgical Season give a certain rhythm to our spiritual life.  While the culture around us seems 

to celebrate Christmas with all kinds of worldly things that have little to do with Our Lord’s First Coming as man and 

even less to do with His Second Coming in glory, we Catholics celebrate Advent, the rst season of the Liturgical Year. 

It is a time of hope, of waiting, of expectation.  It is also a Penitential Season, similar to Lent. In this holy season,  the 

Church invites us to live in a penitential way in order to prepare the way of the Lord when He comes.  We renew our 

e orts in this regard each day so don’t give up if you haven’t started or have slipped.  As in Lent, just renew your 

e orts from now on as the past is done and the future is not yet.   

At this time in the Liturgical Year, we remember Christ’s First Coming as an innocent, extremely approachable 

little baby even as we prepare and anticipate His glorious Second Coming in Power.  In fact, we anticipate this event 

with a Holy Awe otherwise known as the Holy Fear of the Lord, one of the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Our awe caus-

es us to prepare ourselves spiritually to receive Our Lord when He comes.  Of course while we remember His First 

Coming and anticipate his Second Coming, Jesus continues to comes to us always in the Most Blessed Eucharist at 

Holy Mass as well as the other sacraments, especially Holy Confession.  Through the sacraments, we maintain our vigi-

lant watch like servants who await their Master’s return from a wedding [Luke 12:35-48].   

Advent, then, reminds us of God’s intimate, ongoing involvement in Creation.  When we are lost and cannot 

nd our way to God, He loves us even more.  In the fullness of time, God sent His only begotten Son, the Second Per-

son of the Most Blessed Trinity, to be our Savior and Redeemer.  Jesus was born for one purpose: to die so that we 

who are lost in sin and brokenness can be restored to Divine friendship and made whole.  When we commit sin, we 

put obstacles between ourselves and God. Some sins--grave sin called mortal sin--can even separate us o  from the 

life God gives us through baptism, from Divine friendship. Sins of this kind must be confessed to a priest in the Sacra-

ment of Holy Confession.  When we have recourse to God’s mercy through Holy Confession, we can be assured of 

God’s forgiveness and healing. Then the eternal punishment due to sin is forgiven, we are restored to Divine life, and 

we receive the grace to cooperate in our salvation by actively seeking through prayer, the sacraments, and penance to 

be further separated from sin--puri ed of our attachment to sin--and united more and more closely to God the Father 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

I remember as a child being asked what I might like to receive for Christmas.  I would receive some things and 

not receive others and also receive a bunch of other things that Mom and Dad knew I needed.  God, as our all-

knowing Divine Papa, knows the gifts we need without asking.  The Gift that God wishes most to give the world is the 

Gift of living in the Divine Will, even now, before we fall asleep for the last time.  It is the Gift for which He taught us to 

ask when we pray the Our Father, the prayer that Christ himself taught us.  In the second and third petitions of the Our 

Father, we ask for this Gift: “Thy Kingdom come, and Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.”  Pray it, don’t just 

say it!  Ask It!  Don’t mask it!  God wants to give this Gift to the whole world and we can ask for It every time we pray for 

It!  It’s the one Gift the world really needs and God so wills to give It to the whole world!  In His Will, we can have God’s 

peace in our hearts that leads to peace with our neighbor (every one of them).  And if the whole world receives this 

Gift, it means God’s peace in the whole world!  Those who ask for It will receive It; those who seek It will nd It; and to 

those who knock, It will be opened.  Continued blessings on our Advent adventure in these times!  
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PPROJECT CT BT BETHLEHEMEM
Again, this year in support of Lazarus House in Law-
rence we will be collecting gift cards for families in 
need. They are requesting 
gift cards from:

MARKET BASKET
WALMART
TARGET
STOP/SHOP

The denominations they 
are requesting are 
$25.00 or under (multiple donations made be in 
small amounts)
A box will be located in the front foyer of St. Lucy’s 
Church at morning mass from 8:30-9:30am and at 
weekend Masses from November 27th through De-
cember 13th. 

Realizing these are dif cult times for all of us, whatev-
er you can do to brighten another family’s holiday will 
be greatly appreciated.

Any questions please call Annette Autiello | 508-783-
1544 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
CHRISTMASS PROGRAMM 

Once again this year, in place of 
an Advent Tree with tags and gift requests, 
we are going to offer Target or Wal-Mart 
gift cards to the children we serve in our 
ministry. If you would like to participate in 
our Nativity Program for 2021, we will have 
designated boxes as you enter the church 
each week where you can leave a gift card 
in any denomination you choose. You may 
also mail gift cards directly to the Parish Of-

ce:

St. Vincent de Paul Nativity Program
254 Merrimack Street
Methuen, MA 01844.

As always, thank you for your generosity 
and support of our programs. The families 
we serve truly appreciate the assistance 
your donations provide. God bless you!

SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY,   DECEMBER 19  | 4PM

St. monica churchica c

LESSONS & CAROLS
Includes readings and carols to prepare our hearts and 

minds to celebrate the nativity of our lord. 

  Includes childrens Christmas pageant. 
Refreshments to  follow

If your child is  interested in joining the cast of the pag-
eant, please contact cara at cara.bonanno@gmail.com

Practice begins today (12/5) at 12:30pm 
at st. monicas church

Thee Blessedd Virginn Maryy 
Sodalityy  

is holding their monthly meeting 
Sunday December 12th at 8:30 AM 
downstairs in the lower church with 
mass at 10 to follow. All women are 
welcome to join. The Sodality is ded-
icated to the Blessed Mother in ser-
vice to our parishes and our commu-
nity through charitable works in her name and to as-
sist St. Lucy and St. Monica Community spiritually, social-
ly and nancially.  

Calling all  KNITTING & CROCHETING 
crafters. The Sodality is in need of your tal-
ent to help in their new BBabyy && Baptismm 
Blanketss Ministryy in our parishes. Knit or 
crochet blankets in a group or at home 
and we will give them to our newly bap-
tized boys and girls. Please call Ellen for 
more information 978-682-8459. 
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THEE WEEKK AHEADD 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12
Sodality 8:30am St. Lucy Lower Church Hall
Faith Formation 2nd-8th 12:45pm St. Lucy’s Church 
Baptisms 1:00pm St. Monica Church
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 2:45pm St. Lucy Church
AA 7pm St. Lucy Lower Church Hall

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13 Feast of St. Lucy
Mass 9 am St. Lucy Church followed by Rosary
St. Lucy Feast Day Mass 5:30pm followed by 
refreshments St. Lucy Church & Lower Church Hall
Boy Scouts Meeting 7:00-8:30pm St. Lucy Schoolhouse

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14
Mass 9 am St. Lucy Church followed by Rosary
Rosary For Priests Prayer Group 6 pm Gethsemane 
Chapel

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15
Prayer and Study 10am - 12 pm (Zoom)
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 5:30pm St. Monica Church
Eucharistic Adoration 5:30pm St. Lucy Church
Collaborative Parish Council Meeting 6:30pm St. Lucy 
Schoolhouse

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16
Mass 9 am St. Lucy Church followed by Rosary  
Study on the Creed 6:00-7:00pm (Zoom) 
AA 6:30pm St. Lucy Lower Church Hall
SVdP Meeting 6:30pm St. Lucy Schoolhouse

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17
Mass 9 am St. Lucy Church followed by Rosary
Eucharistic Adoration 2:00-5:00pm Gethsemane Chapel
Confessions 4:00-5:00pm Gethsemane Chapel

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18
Faith to Fitt 8 am St Lucy Schoolhouse
SVdP Christmas Gift Distribution 9am St. Monica Parking 
Lot 
Bettor’s Anonymous 2pm  St. Monica SVDP Hut
Confessions 3-3:45pm Gethsemane Chapel and St. Lucy 
Church

RAFFLE PLAY STATION 5
Have you been searching for a Sony PS5 for 
a gift for your child or grandchild? St. Mon-
ica School has one to raffle off! Please fill 
out the enclosed raffle tickets (opposite 
page) and send, with your payment, to St. 
Monica School, Attn: Sharon Tully, 212 Law-
rence Street, Methuen, MA 01844, or drop it 
at the school office.  Please do not put it 
in the church collection basket or give it 
to the parish office. Thank you!

St. Monica School is hosting a Texas 
Roadhouse Gift Card fundraiser! If you 
would like to purchase gift cards for 
Christmas or other gifts, please follow 
this link! https://bit.ly/Stmonica

THANK-YOU!

St. Monica School would 
like to thank all of the pa-
rishioners who attended 
our Christmas Fair in No-
vember. We are truly grateful for all 
your support, and we look forward to 
your attendance and participation in fu-
ture events!
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                 PASTORALL STAFF
Fr. Darin Colarusso Pastor
Fr. Joseph D’Onofrio Parochial Vicar            

PARISHH OFFICES Deacon John Pierce Permanent Deacon
254 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 01844 Deacon John Kobrenski Permanent Deacon
(978) 683 - 1193 or (978) 686 - 3311   Kera Mansour Business Manager
www.methuencatholic.org         methuencatholic@gmail.com
Temporary Hours Mon-Thurs, 11:30am-4:30pm Karl Jackson Director of Parish Life
Friday 9:00am-2:00pm ffaithformation.stlm@gmail.comm 

                 Eric Berthiaume Music Director
Sharon Waning Music Ministry (St. Lucy)

ST.. VINCENTT DEE PAULL SOCIETY Kevin Fitzgerald Facilities (St. Lucy) / RCIA
(978) 686 - 9573  

METHUEN CATHOLIC
THE PARISHES OF ST. MONICA AND ST. LUCY

BAPTISMSS  2nd Sunday of the month at 1:00pm St. Monica's | 3rd Sunday of the month at 11:30am at St. Lucy's

  MARRIAGESS  Please call the Parish Offices at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date and before 
booking  a reception hall.

MASSS SCHEDULE SAT 4 pm (VIGIL)  both parishes  CONFESSIONS

SUN 9 am & 11 am St. Monica | 10 am St. Lucy 3 - 3:45 pm both parishes Sat  
MON/TUES/THURS/FRI  9:00 am St. Lucy 4 - 5pm Gethsemane Chapel

FIRST SATURDAY 9 am St. Monica
EUCHARISTICC ADORATION 

2 - 5 pm Friday Gethsemane Chapel 
5:30 - 6:30 pm Wednesday St. Lucy Church 

Yes, I CAN...We are in need of Instant Cereal, 
Hamburg Helper, Pancake Mix, Pancake Syrup, and 
Canned Fruits. Donations can be dropped off anytime 
at the entrances to St. Lucy and the side door of 
Gethsemane Chapel at St. Monica Church.

BULLETINN DEADLINEE 
Mondays @ 10 am. Please email 
all bulletin notices to faithfor-
mation.stlm@gmail.com. 

OFFERTORYY || NOVV 277 && 288 
St. Monica - $8,677.00 St. Lucy  - $4,622.00

Weeklyy Offertoryy neededd too sustainn parishh operations:: St.. Monicaa -- $10,0000 || St.. Lucyy -- $6,0000  
Thankk youu forr yourr continuedd generouss contributionn too thee missionn off ourr parishes..  

TEMPORARY OFFICE HOURS
Until further notice, our parish of ce hours are:

Monday-Thursday | 11:30am-4:30pm
Fridays | 9:00am-2:00pm

ST.. MONICAA SCHOOLL       SCHOOLL STAFFF 
212 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 01844 Donna Henderson Principal
(978) 686 -1801 Sharon Tully Administrative Assistant 
www.saintmonicaschoolmethuen.org ssmso ce@methuencatholic.orgg 
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ST.. MONICAA PARISHH 
Saturday, December 11
4:00pm Maria Laird

Sunday, December 12
9:00am Eveline & Jose Freitas

Manuel & Fernanda Cordeiro
Theresa & William Leach
Peter Francis Coryea
Armando Bezeredy

11:00 AM Deceased Members of Hannagan Family

Saturday, December 18
4:00pm Marion Bench

Sunday, December 19
9:00am Ann Gallant

Don Lavigne
Yvette Moran
Nancy Tardif
William F. Hutton
Richard Fairbanks

11:00 AM Deceased Members of Charles Booth 
Family, James McCarthy Family, and
Howard Hart Family

ST.. LUCYY PARISHH 
Saturday, December 11
4:00pm Joseph Coco

Sunday, December 12
10:00am Alan Tisbert

Gloria and Alexander Vellette
Susan McGee
Bruce Beverley
John Fitzpatrick
John & Jennie Blatti
Joseph Caruso
Antoinette & Nemetallah Khalife

Monday, December 13
9:00am For the Parishioners of St. Monica 

& St. Lucy Parishes

Tuesday, December 14
9:00am      Don & Margaret Torrisi

Thursday, December 16
9:00am Christine Ferguson

Friday, December 17
9:00am Amy Waterworth

Saturday, December 18
4:00pm Dominick (Rex) Campone 

& Campone Family

Sunday, December 19
10:00am Jeffrey Waters

Anthony Waters
Lucille Arsenault
Gerard Lebel
Charles J. Piro
Concetta D. Bella
Elaine Parrino

MASSS && PRAYERR INTENTIONSS          DECC 12,, 2021 

PRAYER CORNER

DAY DATE PRIEST SEMINAR.

Sunday 12/12/21 Fr. Leonardo Moreira Hien Vu

Mon 12/13/21 Pope Francis 
(Ordained 1969)

Barry Mongeon

Tues 12/14/21 Fr. John Schatzel Stephen Baru

Wed 12/15/21 Fr. Joseph Kim John Tanyi

Thurs 12/16/21 Fr. James Achadinha Deacon Patrick 
O’Connor

Friday 12/17/21 Bishop Kennedy 
(Ordained 1966)

Deacon Francis 
Trewin

Sat 12/18/21 Fr. James Ronan Deacon 
Nathaniel 
Sanders

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS

ROSESS FORR LIFEE FORR THISS WEEKK 
Theresa A. Rickley

BULLETINN SPONSORR OFF THEE WEEKK 
Perrault Chiropractic | 978.686.7791
76 Woodland St. | Methuen, MA
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1-877-312-3238A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&
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OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

 YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT

 At HOME or AWAY
* GPS * Fall Alert * 24/7 * 365 Monitoring

Ambulance * Police * Fire * Family/Friends

MDMedAlert™

No Contract • No Fees • Easy Setup • md-medalert.com CALL 800-890-8615

M

As Low As $1995
/month

GPS Mobile Above

Prepare for unexpected          
power outages with a Generac 
standby generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
855-401-9893

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list 

of terms and conditions. 

The Catholic Cemetery Association
781-322-6300         www.ccemetery.org         339-226-1271

As we come into the Season of Giving.
Think about giving the gift 

of Peace of Mind.
Call us today to receive our freePre-PlanningGuide

Call 1-855-868-6171 to order item 296X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H2YH60

* Only $23.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $5.99 shipping and handling per pack 
to 48 contiguous  states. Some restrictions may apply.     IC:  H2YH60

Fruit Favorites Gift Box

SAVE $15!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2399*

Special, limited-
time offer!

Order Now! 1.833.756.1938 ask for 65658TNE
OmahaSteaks.com/TheGift1433

*Savings shown over aggregated single
item base price. Standard S&H applies. 

©2021 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 12/31/21

The Delightful Gift
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4 Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 oz.)
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 jar Signature Seasoning (3.1 oz. jar)
8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 oz.)

65658TNE   separately $223.93*

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 
$9999

Get 8 FRee filet mignon burgers

1-866-670-0132

Find the right senior 
living option with our 
personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by 
our participating communities and 
providers.
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

978-674-7035
217 Merrimack St., Methuen

    C
Colizzi

Memorials, Inc.

BILL DELUCA CHEVROLET CADILLAC 978-475-6200 ANDOVER, MA
BILL DELUCA CHEVROLET BUICK GMC 978-373-7700 HAVERHILL, MA
BILL DELUCA CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE RAM 978-373-9500 HAVERHILL, MA

BILL DELUCA FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS
WWW.BILLDELUCA.COM DODGE RAM

BILL DELUCA CHEVROLET 
BILL DELUCA CHRYSLER J

Kenneth H. Pollard
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

233 Lawrence St., Methuen

978-687-7300

Our Family
Helping Your Family

pollardfuneralhome.com
Rosaries from Flowers

“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

Snow Removal
Driveways & Walkways 

On-Call Service Available

Parishioner | Methuen Area

Call Alex: 
978-557-1029

PLEASANT VALLEY GARDENS
Join Our CSA Program

Fresh Vegetables Every Week

978-682-9563
255 Merrimack Street • Methuen

www.pleasantvalleygardens.com

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED! 
BLOOD TYPE “O” 

POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

DONOR FELL THROUGH!

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

We’re thankful for pastors like Fr. Michael Nolan who is 
fostering unity in a diverse parish & helping a local food 
agency distribute food to 1,000 families monthly. Your 
support this Christmas ensures that priests like Fr. Nolan 
can continue building stronger communities for all.

donate at 
clergytrust.org

OR

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS THIS CHRISTMAS
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197 Howe Street  |  Methuen, MA 01844  |  WoodsAtMerrimack.com 

Schedule a private tour of 
our brand new community 

(619) 210-0163

BRAND NEW LUXURY 
SENIOR LIVING APARTMENTS

Move In Specials Going On Now!
Enjoy resort-style amenities, beautifully 

appointed apartment homes, and a community 
of friends and neighbors.

FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office locations in Lowell, Milford

North Andover & Boston
Licensed in MA & NH

Joe Freitas 
978-790-6826
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas
978-376-7309
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com

We’re thankful for pastors like Fr. Michael Nolan who is 
fostering unity in a diverse parish & helping a local food 
agency distribute food to 1,000 families monthly. Your 
support this Christmas ensures that priests like Fr. Nolan 
can continue building stronger communities for all.

donate at 
clergytrust.org

OR

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS THIS CHRISTMAS

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED! 
BLOOD TYPE “O” 

POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

DONOR FELL THROUGH!

The Catholic Cemetery Association
781-322-6300         www.ccemetery.org         339-226-1271

As we come into the Season of Giving.
Think about giving the gift 

of Peace of Mind.
Call us today to receive our freePre-PlanningGuide

Order Now! 1.833.756.1938 ask for 65658TNE
OmahaSteaks.com/TheGift1433

*Savings shown over aggregated single
item base price. Standard S&H applies. 

©2021 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 12/31/21

The Delightful Gift
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4 Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 oz.)
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 jar Signature Seasoning (3.1 oz. jar)
8 FREE Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 oz.)

65658TNE   separately $223.93*

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 
$9999

Get 8 FRee filet mignon burgers

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

Kenneth H. Pollard
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

233 Lawrence St., Methuen

978-687-7300

Our Family
Helping Your Family

pollardfuneralhome.com

 www.zannipescelaw.com
Free Consultation | 978-557-9700

DiFruscia
Law Offices

Call us Today 978-687-1777

Serving Clients in Massachusetts
and New Hampshire for 50 years

www.difruscialaw.com

Personal Injury
Family Law

Estate Planning
Criminal Defense

Workman’s 
Comp

MILLS INSURANCE AGENCY

(978) 686-0826

Snow Removal
Driveways & Walkways 

On-Call Service Available

Parishioner | Methuen Area

Call Alex: 
978-557-1029

Certified Nursing Assistant & 
Home Health Aide - CNA, HHA

Looking to take care of your loved oneLooking to take care of your loved one
Call Maureen @ 978-685-1916  Leave a message.

12 yrs of experience | Excellent References

$15/hour  Mon - Thu  | days, evenings  and overnight

- Backhoe & Dump Truck Service, Spring Clean-Ups -
Weekly Lawn Maintenance • Walls • Walkways • Irrigation • Drainage

Call Parishioner Frank Gallo
��������	
����

F. Gallo Lawn & Construction

������������� �������������

54 Cummings Park Dr., Suite 332,Woburn, Ma 01801
Phone: 781-281-2764 • Phone: (978) 242-4658

Email: contact@barodhomecare.com
www.barodhomecare.com

Certified Nursing Assistant & 
Home Health Aide - CNA, HHA

Looking to take care of your loved oneLooking to take care of your loved one
Call Maureen @ 978-685-1916  Leave a message.

12 yrs of experience | Excellent References

$15/hour  Mon - Thu  | days, evenings  and overnight

978-674-7035
217 Merrimack St., Methuen

    C
Colizzi

Memorials, Inc.

24/7 Towing & Recovery
www.RGATIRE.com

(603) 898-9077
(603) 505-7671

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

Your Hometown Bank
243 Broadway, Methuen, Massachusetts

978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com

Robert A. Armano, President & CEO 
Parishioner

243 Broadway, Methuen, Massachusetts
978-682-5271 • www.methuencoop.com

All Deposits Insured in Full
Member FDIC & DIF

Equal Opportunity Employer
Equal Housing Lender

Paul J. Annaloro, Realtor®
(978) 204-7899

www.paulannaloro.com
paul.annaloro@remax.netTop 1% of all Realtors

5 Time Member of the 
Platinum Club

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771


