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 DEACON JOHN KOBRENSKI                    DEC 08, 2024 

     Tomorrow is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, the day on which the Church celebrates the        
conception of Mary in her mother’s womb, free from original sin. The dogma of the Immaculate Conception 
was officially recognized by Pope Pius IX on December 8, 1854. In 1858, Our Lady appeared to                  
St. Bernadette at Lourdes, calling herself “the Immaculate Conception,” confirming the declaration made by 
Pope Pius XI. St. Francis of Assisi had a great devotion to Our Lady and declared her the protectress of his 
order. In this article, I’d like to speak about Francis of Assisi, and especially about the Secular Franciscan  
Order which he founded.  
     In 1221, Francis wrote a rule for the Brothers and Sisters of Penance which was the original name of the 
Third Order of St Francis. Already they were devoted to Our Lady, as were the First Order (the Friars Minor) 
and the Second Order (the Poor Clares) founded by Francis. This rule remained in place until 1884, when 
Pope Leo XIII amended the rule to make it easier to follow so that more people would be able to join. After 
Vatican II, Pope Paul VI approved a new rule to make it more in line with the teachings of the council. Again, 
devotion in Mary was a focus of the rule. “The Virgin Mary, humble servant of the Lord, was open to his every 
word and call. She was embraced by Francis with indescribable love and declared the protectress and       
advocate of his family. The Secular Franciscans should express their ardent love for her by imitating her  
complete self-giving and by praying earnestly and confidently.” 
     All of the rules of the Secular Franciscan Order are made to help us imitate Jesus and Mary in every     
aspect of our lives. The first rule begins, “The rule and life of the Secular Franciscan is to observe the Gospel 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ following the example of Francis of Assisi….” 
“Secular Franciscans should…seek to encounter the living and active person of Christ their brothers and   
sisters, in Sacred Scripture, in the Church, and in liturgical activity.” Francis thought of all as brothers and  
sisters including animals, plants, and even inanimate objects since they were all creations of our Father in 
heaven, just as we are.   
     All of the rules of the Secular Franciscan Order point to a way of life and not just tasks to be performed.  
The rule is meant to be lived every moment of every day as a means of imitating Christ and Mary. Francis 
tried to imitate Christ in every way that he could, and we are called to do the same while living in the secular 
world. Being a member of the Secular Franciscan Order since 1986 has not only been an influence in my  
decision to become a permanent deacon but has prepared me to live my life as a deacon, trying to imitate 
Christ in every aspect of my life. 
     As we prepare to celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, let us realize that she was 
conceived and born to carry out the will of God in every aspect of her life, becoming the mother of God at the 
Annunciation. She accepted her role with love and obedience as we are all called to do. I invite you to read 
more and seek more information about the Secular Franciscan Order as a way of imitating and serving Christ 
and the Church. By following the example of St. Francis of Assisi in his love for Jesus by following our rule, 
and by imitating Mary in our acceptance, with love and obedience, of our place and role in the Church, we 
invite the world to return to Jesus and to reject the errors and emptiness of our modern society. 
 
Mary, conceived without sin, intercede for us. 
St. Francis of Assisi, pray for us. 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 

The Immaculate Conception of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Tuesday, December 9, 2024 
 

Mass schedule: 
9am St. Lucy Church 

1pm St. Monica Church (School Mass) 
6pm St. Monica Church 
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Saturdays
9:30am-2:30pm

Gethsemane Chapel at St. Monica Church

Wednesday Evenings
6-7pm

St. Lucy Church

HOSPITALITY/REFRESHMENTS
Please join us for refreshments 

Sunday, December 8th in 
St. Monica School Hall 

following the 9am Mass

Sunday, December 15th in 
St. Lucy Lower Church Hall 
following the 10:30am Mass

JOINN THEE 
CHRISTMASS 

CHOIRSS 

PRACTICESS HAVEE BEGUN!! But there is still time. 
Anyone interested in being part of our 
Christmas Choirs for our 4:00pm Christmas Eve 
Masses are encouraged to contact Karl to sign 
up. We will practice together Tuesdays at 6pm 
(subject to change) at St. Monica’s for now. 
We will have two choirs: one for each parish’s 
4:00pm Mass.  

Please reach out to Karl at
faithformation.stlm@gmail.com 

 
CHRISTMASS SHARINGG 

ATT  
METHUENN CATHOLICC 

In support of St. Vincent DePaul Society, our parishes 
will be collecting gift cards for children and families  

in need.

We are requesting gift cards from the following:
Walmart

Target
Market Basket

Any denomination will be accepted.

Designated boxes will be on display at the rear of 
each church from November 23rd- December 10th.

Realizing these are difficult times for all of us, 
whatever you can do to brighten another family with 

your generosity will be truly appreciated. 
God bless you all.

If you have any questions, please call:

St. Lucy’s - Annette Autiello - 508-783-1544
St. Monica’s - Mary Jo Farelli - 978-265-9923

GENTLY USED SECOND HAND ITEMS
A parishioner has volunteered to collect gently used 
second hand items and sell them at his flea market with 
all proceeds going to our parishes. This gentleman has a 
history of success in this area and has done this type of 
ongoing fundraiser for other organizations and churches 
in the past. If you are interested in getting rid of some old 
furniture or other items, please consider reaching out to 
Jim to arrange for pick up. Call 978-360-8796. Please no 
broken or damaged items.

Thank you to all who have already donated!

The Knights of Columbus will be leading the 
monthly       Rosary, this Wednesday, Dec. 11, 
for St. Monica School    parents in the Chap-
el. All parents of students are welcome to 

a end. Just stop in before picking up children from 
school. The praying of the Rosary will begin at 1:15 PM. 
Rosaries and prayer cards will be provided. Come by and 

pray for your own personal inten ons!

St. Lucy Parish Patronal Feast Day Mass
6pm

mailto:faithformation.stlm@gmail.com
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DEVOTIONS SCHEDULE 
 

Tuesday evenings 6-6:30pm 
Rosary Prayer Group for Priests | Gethsemane Chapel   
all are welcome to attend 
 

Wednesday mornings 9:30-11am (ZOOM) 
Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet & book discussion. Contact 
Bonnie Doherty at bonnieocds@gmail.com 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Wednesdays  6-7pm St. Lucy Church 
 

Thursday evenings 6-7pm (ZOOM) 
Rosary for world peace & individual intentions  
followed by Evening Prayer.    
Contact Bonnie Doherty at bonnieocds@gmail.com  
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Saturdays 9:30am-2:30pm Gethsemane Chapel  

THE MARIE RIVIER ASSOCIATES (MRA)  
OF THE PRESENTATION OF MARY  

 

December 12th 
9:30-11:30am 

St. Lucy School House 
 Any and all parishioners from St. Monica              

& St. Lucy are invited to attend.  
 

Our book this year is 
 Mysteries of the Virgin Mary:  

Living our Lady’s Graces 
 

Please contact Maureen Slattery at 978-683-0589 
or by email at  twigs5mcs@gmail.com to obtain a 

copy of the book. 

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
December 12th 

 
“Hear me, my li lest 

one. Let nothing 
discourage you, nothing 
depress you. Let nothing 
alter your heart or your 
countenance… Am I not 
your mother? Are you 

not under the protection 
of my mantle?” 

 

Our Lady to Saint Juan Diego 

mailto:bonnieocds@gmail.com
mailto:bonnieocds@gmail.com
mailto:twigs5mcs@gmail.com
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I look to the future with hope, and I invite you to do the same...we have an incredible opportunity to build the Kingdom of God by 
responding to the inspirations of the Holy Spirit for the good of our parish, our community, and ourselves. To become even more 
vibrant and active in spreading the Gospel and sharing the hope of Christ with others.”
...The Grand Annual Appeal represents a crucial step in achieving our goals. For this reason, I thank you for your generous support 
of the Appeal, and our weekly offertory/online giving. As Saint Paul write to the Corinthians, “Whoever sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully…for God loves a cheerful giver. Moreover, God is able to make every grace abundant for you, so that in all things,
always having all you need, you may have an abundance for every good work.” (2 Cor 9: 6-8).
As I repeat at the end of every Mass, thank you for your gifts of time, talent, and treasures; and in a special way, thank you for your 
support of our Grand Annual appeal.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Marcos
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Yes, I CAN...We are in need of Tomato Sauce & Canned 
Pasta. Donations can be dropped off anytime at the 
entrances to St. Lucy Church and the side door of 
Gethsemane Chapel  at St. Monica Church. 

             DECC 08,, 2024 

PARISHH OFFICESS 
254 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 01844
978.683.1193
www.methuencatholic.org
Hours:      Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri   9am - 1pm  

Closed Wed

METHUENN CATHOLICC 
THE PARISHES OF ST. MONICA AND ST. LUCY

CHAPELL off thee  IMMACULATEE CONCEPTIONN 
ST.. LUCYY CANDLEE SHRINEE 

Open 7 days per week from 9am-5pm

GETHSEMANEE CHAPELL att ST.. MONICAA CHURCHH 
Open 7 days per week from morning rush hour until 7pm

St.. Vincentt de paull societyy 
978.686.9573

PASTORALL STAFFF 
 

Fr. Marcos Peña Administrator
frmarcosmethuen@gmail.com
Fr. Michael Harvey Parochial Vicar
Deacon John Kobrenski Permanent Deacon
Deacon John Pierce Senior Deacon
Kera Mansour Business Manager
methuencatholic@gmail.com
Karl Jackson Director of Parish Life
faithformation.stlm@gmail.com
Christine Ryan Administrative Assistant
parishoffice.stlm@gmail.com

ST.. MONICAA SCHOOLL       SCHOOLL STAFF 
212 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 01844 Donna Henderson Principal
(978) 686 -1801 Ann Marie Collins      Administrative Assistant 
www.saintmonicaschoolmethuen.org ssmso ce@methuencatholic.orgg 

  MARRIAGESS  Please call the Parish Offices at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date and before 
booking  a reception hall.

BAPTISMSS  2nd Sunday of the month, 2:00pm at St. Monica's | 3rd Sunday of the month, 2:00pm at St. Lucy's
Please call the Parish Of ces at least 2 months in advance to schedule.

MASSS SCHEDULEE SAT 4 pm (VIGIL)  both parishes       CONFESSIONS
SUN 9 am & 12 pm St. Monica                  SAT 3-3:45pm at both parishes 

                                                 10:30 am St. Lucy       

MON/TUES/THURS/FRI  9 am St. Lucy 
            SATURDAY 9 am St. Monica

Novemberr 233 && 244 
St.. Monicaa -- $6,6388    St.. Lucyy  -- $4,1455 

Weekly Offertory needed to sustain parish operations: St. Monica - $10,000 | St. Lucy - $6,000
Thank you for your continued generous contribution to the mission of our parishes.

BULLETINN DEADLINEE 
Mondays @ 10 am. Please email 
all bulletin notices to 
parisho ce.stlm@gmail.com. 

mailto:frmarcosmethuen@gmail.com
mailto:methuencatholic@gmail.com
mailto:faithformation.stlm@gmail.com
mailto:parishoffice.stlm@gmail.com
mailto:ce@methuencatholic.org
mailto:ce.stlm@gmail.com
www.methuencatholic.org
www.saintmonicaschoolmethuen.org
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SST. MONICA PARISH 
 

Saturday,  December 7  
9:00am  FIRST SATURDAY MASS 
 

4:00pm  Alexander & Gloria Vellette 
    Alan Tisbert 
 

Sunday, December 8 
9:00am  Giuseppe Branchina 
    Jim Gablosky 
    Michael McGreevy 
     

12:00pm   Maria & Fred Laird 
 
Monday, December 9 - IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION 
1:00pm  HOLY DAY MASS 
 

6:00pm  HOLY DAY MASS 
 

Saturday,  December 14  
9:00am  Winifred Mulcrone 
    Joseph Collins 
 

4:00pm  For the Parishioners of 
    St. Lucy & St. Monica  
 

Sunday, December 15 
9:00am  Amy Waterworth 
    Deceased Members of  
    the Quintana Family 
    Eliza Lasota 
    William Leach 
    Theresa Leach 
    Billy Leach 
     

12:00pm   Sheila Spinney 
     
 

MASS & PRAYER INTENTIONS            DEC 08, 2024 

PRAYER CORNER 
Please pray for  Eileen F., Robert L., Madelyn, 
Buddy B., Maria P., Phyllis T. & Patrice K. 
 

Please pray for Annmarie Boyden, Claire McCarthy 
& Pauline Marie Conlin  whose funerals we recently 
offered. May the souls of the faithful departed rest 
in peace. Amen.

DAY DATE PRIEST SEMINARIAN 

Sun 12/08/24 Fr. Joseph Hubbard Nick Colon 
SJS Boston 

Mon 12/09/24 Fr. George Evans Br. Jonathan Maria 
Ebert OCD 

Tues 12/10/24 Fr. Brian McHugh Adam Habershaw 
SJS Providence 

Wed 12/11/24 Fr. J. Michael Lawlor Ryan Henderson 
SJS Boston 

Thurs 12/12/24 Archbishop Richard Henning Nicholas Hershbine  
SJS Portland, ME 

Fri 12/13/24 Pope Francis (ordained 1969) Joseph Maurer 
SJS Rochester, NY 

Sat 12/15/24 Fr. John Currie Chris an Ortez 
RMS Boston 

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS 

BULLETIN SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 
Dan Reitano Home Improvements 
978-645-1974 

ST. LUCY PARISH 
 

Saturday, December 7 
4:00pm  Perry, Clara, Steven, & Beverly Autiello 
 
Sunday, December 8 
10:30am  For the Parishioners of 
    St. Lucy & St. Monica  
  

Monday, December 9 - IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
9:00am  HOLY DAY MASS 
     

Tuesday, December 10 - LIVING INTENTIONS 
9:00am  Richard Cianci 
    Donna & Joe Vicari 
    St. Joseph for favors received 
    Fritchy & Mulvaney Families 
    In Thanksgiving 
    Ron and Carol Jackson and the  
    Jackson Family 
 

Wednesday, December 11 
9:00am  Neil Perry 
  

Thursday, December 12 
9:00am  Christine Ferguson 
 

Friday, December 13 
9:00am  Aline Duncan 
    Valorie Duncan 
    Mr. & Mrs. Mecleor Raza 
 

Saturday, December 14 
4:00pm  Deceased Members of the Campone, 
    Rotonnelli & Bevilaqua Families 
 

Sunday, December 15 
10:30am  Elaine Parrino 
    Deceased Members of the BVM Sodality 
    Leda Crescenzo 
    Margaret & Domenic Nicolosi 
    Louise & John Salmi 
    Henry, Betty & Michael Bruno 
    Michael & Anne Louise Glynn 
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NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 12/31/24. Independently owned and operated franchise. 

©2024 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

$250 OFF
YOUR ORDER!*

“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

Order Christmas Cards Today
Available at www.PilotPrintingShop.net
See Pricing & Read Inside Verses in our Online Store

10 Different Options Available
Select One Design or Mix and Match

For More Information: printing@PilotPrinting.net 50%
OFF

Get

One Application*

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-855-614-6526

Experience the TruGreen Difference
Certified Specialists
Our extensively trained and 
licensed specialists use their 
expertise to maximize your 
lawn’s potential.

Local Lawn Plans
We understand no two 
lawns are alike, which is why 
we customize our plans to 
your specific region.

Satisfaction Guarantee
We’ll gladly visit your 
property as needed between 
scheduled visits to ensure 
your satisfaction

Don’t wait until 
spring to get a 
lawn you love

AN ADVENT
FESTIVAL OF

LESSONS & CAROLS

mailto:printing@PilotPrinting.net
www.PilotPrintingShop.net


For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Lucy, Methuen, MA 900

978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

PLEASANT VALLEY GARDENS
Join Our CSA Program

Fresh Vegetables Every Week

978-682-9563
255 Merrimack Street • Methuen

www.pleasantvalleygardens.com

LLaawwnn && LLeeaaff CClleeaann uupp
Fall Lawn Care Services

Aeration, Dethatching, Fertilizing,
Overseeding, Shrub & Brush Removal

Methuen Area
Call Alex
Parishioner

978-557-1029

Snow Removal
Driveways & Walkways 

On-Call Service Available

Servicing Methuen Only
978-557-1029

Call Alex:
Parishioner

Full-Service 
Florist

291A Merrimack St.
Methuen

MA 01844
(978) 655-5373
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home
Serving all faiths & ethnic backgrounds for 70 years

Specializing in Traditional
 Funeral Services, Cremation & 

Celebration of Life
Prearrangements in all settings

www.pollardfuneralhome.com
233 Lawrence St., Methuen • 978-687-7300

hablamos español
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Your local Real 
Estate Agent

Juliette Bergeron
RE/MAX Innovative Properties 

Realtor Lic. MA & NH

978-257-5415
www.juliettebergeron.remax.com
22 Haverhill Rd., Windham, NH

Call for a free home value report

www.ritewaytravelagency.comwww.ritewaytravelagency.com
978-682-3245978-682-3245

FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office locations in Lowell & North Andover 

Licensed in MA & NH

Joe Freitas 
978-790-6826
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas
978-376-7309
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com

������������������������
��������������������� ��

��������	
����

��
���
����
���������������
�
�����
���

�����
������	�
����
���
�����
!"#$#%%$"#&'

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS 
THIS CHRISTMAS

Give today at
clergytrust.org

Your gift helps care for the health and 
well-being of priests in good standing.

SCAN HERE for 
Venmo, Google/ 
Apple Pay, PayPal 
via Givebutter.

mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
www.pleasantvalleygardens.com
www.pleasantvalleygardens.com
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.juliettebergeron.remax.com
www.juliettebergeron.remax.com
www.ritewaytravelagency.com
www.ritewaytravelagency.com


For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Monica, Methuen, MA 901

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 12/31/24. Independently owned and operated franchise. 

©2024 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

$250 OFF
YOUR ORDER!*

Order Christmas Cards Today
Available at www.PilotPrintingShop.net
See Pricing & Read Inside Verses in our Online Store

10 Different Options Available
Select One Design or Mix and Match

For More Information: printing@PilotPrinting.net

AN ADVENT
FESTIVAL OF

LESSONS & CAROLS

Be prepared before the next power outage.

to schedule your free quote!

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS 
THIS CHRISTMAS

Give today at
clergytrust.org

Your gift helps care for the 
health and well-being of 
priests in good standing.

SCAN HERE for 
Venmo, Google/ 
Apple Pay, PayPal 
via Givebutter.

mailto:printing@PilotPrinting.net
www.PilotPrintingShop.net
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

MILLS INSURANCE AGENCY

(978) 686-0826

54 Cummings Park Dr., Suite 320,Woburn, Ma 01801
Phone: 781-305-4010 • Phone: (978) 242-4658

Email: contact@barodhomecare.com
www.barodhomecare.com

Your Hometown Bank
243 Broadway, Methuen, Massachusetts

978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com

Robert A. Armano
President & CEO 

Parishioner
243 Broadway, Methuen, Massachusetts
978-682-5271 • www.methuencoop.com

All Deposits Insured in Full
Member FDIC & DIF

Equal Opportunity Employer
Equal Housing Lender

PRM Engineering
Structural Consulting
Tel: (978) 738-8001

www.prmengineering.com
 Email: prmeng@prmengineering.com
Residential and Commercial Designs
PE Licensed: MA, NH, ME, CT
Foundations, Framing, Plans, Reports

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8

Lawnn && Leaff Cleann up
Fall Lawn Care Services

Aeration, Dethatching, Fertilizing,
Overseeding, Shrub & Brush Removal

Methuen Area
Call Alex
Parishioner

978-557-1029

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home
Serving all faiths & ethnic backgrounds for 70 years

Specializing in Traditional
 Funeral Services, Cremation & 

Celebration of Life
Prearrangements in all settings

www.pollardfuneralhome.com
233 Lawrence St., Methuen • 978-687-7300

hablamos español

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 
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Snow Removal
Driveways & Walkways 

On-Call Service Available

Servicing Methuen Only
978-557-1029

Call Alex:
Parishioner

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office locations in Lowell & North Andover 

Licensed in MA & NH

Joe Freitas 
978-790-6826
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas
978-376-7309
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com

Stand Out
Color Advertising
617-779-3771

mailto:contact@barodhomecare.com
mailto:contact@barodhomecare.com
mailto:prmeng@prmengineering.com
mailto:prmeng@prmengineering.com
mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
www.barodhomecare.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.prmengineering.com
www.prmengineering.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com

