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 THOUGHTS FROM FR. COYNE                 AUG 11, 2024 

 
Friends, 
 
You may or may not agree with the following two statements: 1) “God never gives us more than we can han-
dle” and 2) “Everything happens for a reason.” They tend to be words that are expressed to rela ves or 
friends of ours who have experienced a loss or a tragic event in their lives. I’m not convinced that everyone 
who says these words believes them, but we seem to think they bring comfort to those who are bereaved. 
But like so many other things in life, these words are indica ve of our understanding of God. Many of us were 
raised to believe that God is an Almighty Being si ng on a throne in the sky. We’re made to believe that God 
orchestrates the events of our world – tes ng us, judging us, and condemning us. We use this image to jus fy 
the existence of hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, disasters, accidents, and illnesses. For thousands of 
years, when we had no idea what caused such tragedies, we looked to the sky for answers. While we couldn’t 
understand these mysteries, we had to accept God’s will and be part of God’s plan. Today (thank God!), we 
have much more informa on about geology, anthropology, meteorology, psychology, theology, and medi-
cine, so we know what is responsible for these occurrences. Scien sts no longer tell us it is God determining 
who dies and when. Whenever any tragic event happens worldwide or in our individual lives, rather than ask-
ing “why did this happen” (pu ng the responsibility on God), the healthier ques on is “how” did this happen 
(it can be explained by those who have done the research). 
 
When my sister’s rst child (Lisa) died a few weeks a er her birth, I never thought or expressed to her that 
God had anything to do with it. God doesn’t bring about the nega ve experiences in life, but when they oc-
cur, God does give us the strength and desire to overcome them. If it is true that we are created in the image 
of God, then we have to realize that if we would never wish harm on our own children to “test their love for 
us” or to “punish them,” then why do we a ribute such quali es to God? Pu ng it simply, I believe that 
when God was sick and red of being blamed for all the tragedies of life, God sent Jesus into the world to 
prove that God loves us. Jesus spent his life healing, forgiving, and loving. So, when I hear anyone say those 
two expressions with which I began, I realize they have a totally di erent understanding of God than I do. As 
the gospel says, “Would you give your child a snake when he asks for a sh, or a scorpion when he asks for an 
egg?” We would never describe such a parent as healthy, so how can we s ll a ribute such behavior to God? 
 
So, we do have a choice: we can grow, evolve, and mature in our understanding of God or we can con nue to 
believe everything we were taught about God from our earliest days. We would never do that in other areas 
of our lives, e.g., history, science, medicine, law, technology, or nances. We consider it a challenge to ex-
pand our knowledge in so many areas but hesitate when it comes to God (theology) or the Church 
(ecclesiology). Educa on will always a ect our experience of reality. I can deny that reality, but the world will 
leave me behind. God loves us uncondi onally and has given us unlimited poten al. Those two gi s are what 
mo vate me to encourage you to choose to expand your rela onships with God from one of fear to one of 
love. It’s made all the di erence to me, and I know what it can do for you and those you love. 
 
                 Enjoy life! 

                 Fr. Ron Coyne 
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 NEWS                AUG 11, 2024 

WE ARE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE 
 

The Archdiocese of Boston has appointed a new temporary administrator for our parishes of St. 
Lucy & St. Monica. Fr. Marcos Peña will arrive on August 26 to begin his ministry in Methuen. He 
is originally from El Salvador and was ordained a priest in 2009. He will have an introductory letter 
in next weeks’ bulletin (8/17-18) to let us know more about himself and his hopes for the future.  
Fr. Marcos is a wonderful human being who looks forward to serving our parishes and our school 
community. 

Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Is a holy day of obligation 
 

Thursday, August 15, 2024 
 

Mass Times: 
9:00am - St. Lucy Church 

6:00pm - St. Monica Church 
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 NEWS               AUG 11, 2024 

GENTLY USED SECOND HAND ITEMS 

A parishioner has volunteered to collect gently 
used second hand items and sell them at his 
flea market with all proceeds going to our par-
ishes. This gentleman has a history of success in 
this area and has done this type of ongoing 
fundraiser for other organizations and church-
es in the past. If you are interested in getting 
rid of some old furniture or other items, please 
consider reaching out to Jim to arrange for pick 
up. Call 978-360-8796. Please no broken or 
damaged items.  

Wednesday Evenings 
in July & August 

 
6:00-6:30pm 

St. Lucy Church 
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NEWSS              AUGG 11,, 2024 

SAVE THE DATE………………………………… 

ST. LUCYY PARISHH FALL CRAFTT FAIR 
254 MERRIMACK STREET, METHUEN MA

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2024         9:00-3:00
Comee joinn uss forr aa fun-filledd Saturdayy  

filledd withh greatt shoppingg && speciall events!

30+ Vendors .…Bakery Café……..Food…..Raffles…….Free Drawings

Photoo Booth…… Music……FFREEE Admission

Prayerr too thee Assumptionn off 
 thee Blessedd Virginn Maryy 

FATHER IN HEAVEN, 
ALL CREATION RIGHTLY GIVES YOU PRAISE, 

FOR ALL LIFE AND ALL HOLINESS 
COME FROM YOU.

IN THE PLAN OF YOUR WISDOM SHE WHO BORE 
THE CHRIST IN HER WOMB WAS RAISED BODY AND 

SOUL IN GLORY TO BE 
WITH HIM IN HEAVEN.

MAY WE FOLLOW HER EXAMPLE 
IN REFLECTING YOUR HOLINESS AND 

JOIN IN HER HYMN OF ENDLESS 
LOVE AND PRAISE.

WE ASK THIS THROUGH CHRIST OUR LORD. 
AMEN.

Fr. Bernard Makadani Zulu from The Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith will be preaching at 
all our parishes' masses on the weekend of   
August 24th and 25th. 

We will be taking up a second collection at all 
masses that weekend for the missions.
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               AUGG 11,, 2024 

PARISHH OFFICESS 
254 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 01844
978.683.1193
www.methuencatholic.org
Hours:      Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri   9am - 1pm  

Closed Wed

METHUENN CATHOLICC 
THE PARISHES OF ST. MONICA AND ST. LUCY

Yes, I CAN...We are in need of Spaghetti Sauce, Canned 
Beans, Canned Fruit, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Boxed 
Spaghetti, Mac & Cheese, Canned Pasta, Pancake Mix, 
Syrup, and Soups. Donations can be dropped off anytime 
at the entrances to St. Lucy Church and the side door of 

Gethsemane Chapel  at St. Monica Church. 

BULLETINN DEADLINEE 
Mondays @ 10 am. Please email 
all bulletin notices to 
parisho ce.stlm@gmail.com. 

GETHSEMANEE CHAPELL att ST.. MONICAA CHURCHH 
Open 7 days per week from morning rush hour  until 7pm

CHAPELL off thee  IMMACULATEE CONCEPTIONN 
ST.. LUCYY CANDLEE SHRINEE 

Open 7 days per week from 9am-5pm

St.. Vincentt de paull societyy 
978.686.9573

PASTORALL STAFFF 
 

Fr. Ron Coyne Administrator
Fr. Michael Harvey Parochial Vicar
Deacon John Kobrenski Permanent Deacon
Deacon John Pierce Senior Deacon
Kera Mansour Business Manager
methuencatholic@gmail.com
Karl Jackson Director of Parish Life
faithformation.stlm@gmail.com
Brink Bush Music Director
Christine Ryan Administrative Assistant
parishoffice.stlm@gmail.com

ST.. MONICAA SCHOOLL       SCHOOLL STAFF 
212 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 01844 Donna Henderson Principal
(978) 686 -1801 Ann Marie Collins      Administrative Assistant 
www.saintmonicaschoolmethuen.org ssmso ce@methuencatholic.orgg 

  MARRIAGESS  Please call the Parish Offices at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date and before 
booking  a reception hall.

BAPTISMSS  2nd Sunday of the month, 2:00pm at St. Monica's | 3rd Sunday of the month, 2:00pm at St. Lucy's
Please call the Parish Of ces at least 2 months in advance to schedule.

MASSS SCHEDULEE SAT 4 pm (VIGIL)  both parishes       CONFESSIONS
SUN 9 am & 12 pm St. Monica                  SAT 3-3:45pm at both parishes 

                                                 10:30 am St. Lucy       

MON/TUES/THURS/FRI  9 am St. Lucy 
            SATURDAY 9 am St. Monica

Julyy 277 && 288 
St.. Monicaa -- $8,067.00      St.. Lucyy  -- $3,922.00 

Weekly Offertory needed to sustain parish operations: St. Monica - $10,000 | St. Lucy - $6,000
Thank you for your continued generous contribution to the mission of our parishes.

mailto:ce.stlm@gmail.com
mailto:methuencatholic@gmail.com
mailto:faithformation.stlm@gmail.com
mailto:parishoffice.stlm@gmail.com
mailto:ce@methuencatholic.org
www.methuencatholic.org
www.saintmonicaschoolmethuen.org
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 SONGS & READINGS               AUG 11, 2024 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON                    Psalm 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 
                                

Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

ENTRANCE HYMN                                     All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

PENITENTIAL ACT - GLORIA                                                                                 Refer to Pew Card 

FIRST READING                                                                           1 Kings 19: 4-8 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                                                             Psalm 34: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 

I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall be ever in my mouth.  
Let my soul glory in the LORD; the lowly will hear me and be glad. 

 

Glorify the LORD with me, let us together extol his name.  
I sought the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears. 

 

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy, and your faces may not blush with shame.  
When the afflicted man called out, the LORD heard, and from all his distress he saved him. 

 

The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him and delivers them.  
Taste and see how good the LORD is; blessed the man who takes refuge in him. 

 

Elijah went a day's journey into the desert, until he came to a broom tree and sat beneath it. He prayed for death saying: 
"This is enough, O LORD! Take my life, for I am no better than my fathers." He lay down and fell asleep under the broom 
tree, but then an angel touched him and ordered him to get up and eat. Elijah looked and there at his head was a hearth 
cake and a jug of water. After he ate and drank, he lay down again, but the angel of the LORD came back a second time, 
touched him, and ordered, "Get up and eat, else the journey will be too long for you!" He got up, ate, and drank; then 
strengthened by that food, he walked forty days and forty nights to the mountain of God, Horeb.  
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SONGSS && READINGSS               AUGG 11,, 2024 

SECOND READING                          Ephesians 4:30-5:2

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                 

GOSPEL                                                                                        John 6:41-51

CREED Refer to Pew Card

I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord;
whoever eats this bread will live forever.

PRAYERR TOO ST.. MICHAELL 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do 
thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and 

all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON                    John 6:51

The bread that I will give, says the Lord, is my flesh for the life of the world.

Brothers and sisters: Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were sealed for the day of redemption. All  
bitterness, fury, anger, shouting, and reviling must be removed from you, along with all malice. And be kind to one       
another, compassionate, forgiving one another as God has forgiven you in Christ.

So be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and handed himself over for us as a       
sacrificial offering to God for a fragrant aroma. 

The Jews murmured about Jesus because he said, "I am the bread that came down from heaven, " and they said, "Is this 
not Jesus, the son of Joseph? Do we not know his father and mother? Then how can he say, 'I have come down from 
heaven'?" Jesus answered and said to them, "Stop murmuring among yourselves. No one can come to me unless the      
Father who sent me draw him, and I will raise him on the last day. It is written in the prophets:
                      They shall all be taught by God.
Everyone who listens to my Father and learns from him comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one 
who is from God; he has seen the Father. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of 
life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert, but they died; this is the bread that comes down from heaven so that one 
may eat it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever;
and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world." 
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 SONGS & READINGS               AUG 11, 2024 

COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                                 Be Thou My Vision 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                                                                                             At the Name of Jesus 
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 MASS & PRAYER INTENTIONS               AUG 11, 2024 

PRAYER CORNER 
 

Please pray for Leo M., Janet C., Taylor, Dirk D., 
Claire M., & Patrice K. 
 

Please pray for Arlene “Bunny” O’Hara whose 
funeral we recently offered. May the souls of the 
faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.

DAY DATE PRIEST SEMINARIAN 

Sun 08/04/24 Fr. Gerald Osterman Luca Azzani 

Mon 08/05/24 Fr. Thomas Walsh Alden Bronson 

Tues 08/06/24 Msgr. Charles Bourque Alexander  
deTirado 

Wed 08/07/24 Fr. Je rey Archer Joseph Jasinski 

Thurs 08/08/24 Pope Francis Diego Mendoza 

Fri 08/09/24 Fr. Stephen Healy Henry Seu ert 

Sat 08/10/24 Fr. Edmond Desrosier Tim Walsh 

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS 

ST. MONICA PARISH 
 

Saturday,  August 10 
9:00am  Thelma McGreevy 
     

4:00pm  Salvatore D’Urso 
  

Sunday, August 11 
9:00am  Terry & George McGreevy 
    Michael McGreevy 
    Linda A. Allard 
    Leo & Margaret Beaudoin 
    Joseph Donohue 
     

12:00pm   For the Parishioners of 
    St. Monica & St. Lucy 
 

Thursday, August 15 - ASSUMPTION OF THE    
           BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

6:00pm  HOLY DAY MASS 
 

Saturday,  August 17 
9:00am  Joseph Lavigne 
    Yvette Moran 
    Mike Milnes 
     

4:00pm  Deceased Members of the  
    Beaudoin & Muhilly Families 
  

Sunday, August 18 
9:00am  Roland Beaudoin 
    James Oliveri 
          

12:00pm   Deceased Members of the 
    Finocchiaro Family 
 

ST. LUCY PARISH 
 

Saturday, August 10 
4:00pm  Lawrence Abruzzese 
 

Sunday, August 11 
 

10:30am  Deceased Members of the BVM Sodality 
    Thomas Wholley 
    William Hitchmoth 
    John J. Whittaker 
    Patricia Rischer 
 
     

Monday, August 12 
9:00am  Kristina Szablowska 
     
Tuesday, August 13 - LIVING INTENTIONS 
9:00am  Kathy Axford 
    Kimberly Rovinski 
    In thanksgiving for and the sancti cation  
    of priests 
    To Saint Anthony for favors received 
 

Thursday, August 15 - ASSUMPTION OF THE    
           BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
9:00am  HOLY DAY MASS 
 

Friday, August 16 
9:00am  Janet Szostak 
  

Saturday, August 17 
4:00pm  For the Parishioners of  
    St. Monica & St. Lucy 
 

Sunday, August 18 
 

10:30am  Linda Ferraro 
    Carmene & Carmela Santantonio 
    Pasquale & Carmela DiLorenzo 
    Dorothy Boragine 
    Lucy Boragine 
    David Doherty 



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Lucy, Methuen, MA 900

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one off er per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 9/30/24. Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2024 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!*

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Representatives are available 8 a.m.–8 p.m., 7 days a week (Mon.–Fri. from Apr. 1–Sept. 30). Benefits 
eligibility requirements must be met. Not all may qualify. Not available in Berkshire, Dukes, Franklin, or 
Nantucket Counties. PPO not available in Barnstable county. Tufts Health Plan is an HMO and PPO plan, both 
with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Tufts Health Plan depends on contract renewal. Tufts Health Plan 
complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, or sex (including pregnancy, sexual orientation, and gender identity). 
ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 
1-800-701-9000 (HMO)/1-866-623-0172 (PPO) (TTY: 711) © 2024 Tufts Health Plan Inc. Y0065_2024_259_M

Local plan, doctors, 
and customer service

1-833-392-0130 (TTY: 711)

premium
PPO & HMO

Medicare Advantage plans offered by Tufts Health Plan
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

PLEASANT VALLEY GARDENS
Join Our CSA Program

Fresh Vegetables Every Week

978-682-9563
255 Merrimack Street • Methuen

www.pleasantvalleygardens.com

Full-Service 
Florist

291A Merrimack St.
Methuen

MA 01844
(978) 655-5373
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com

SSuummmmeerr LLaawwnn 
CCaarree SSeerrvviicceess

Lawn Cuts, Pruning, Edging, Weeding 
Hedge & Shrub Trimming, Mulch 

Cleanups, Shrub & Brush Removal

Methuen Area
Call Alex
Parishioner

978-557-1029

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home
Serving all faiths & ethnic backgrounds for 70 years

Specializing in Traditional
 Funeral Services, Cremation & 

Celebration of Life
Prearrangements in all settings

www.pollardfuneralhome.com
233 Lawrence St., Methuen • 978-687-7300

hablamos español
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����� Your local Real 
Estate Agent

Juliette Bergeron
RE/MAX Innovative Properties 

Realtor Lic. MA & NH

978-257-5415
www.juliettebergeron.remax.com
22 Haverhill Rd., Windham, NH

Call for a free home value report

www.ritewaytravelagency.comwww.ritewaytravelagency.com
978-682-3245978-682-3245

SUNLESSTANS By Talia

www.sunlesstansbytalia.glossgenius.com 
978-701-7147

Home-Based � Methuen, MA
Mobile Services Available

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS 

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or 
other unsecured debt, see how we can help.

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

www.pleasantvalleygardens.com
www.pleasantvalleygardens.com
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.juliettebergeron.remax.com
www.juliettebergeron.remax.com
www.ritewaytravelagency.com
www.ritewaytravelagency.com
www.sunlesstansbytalia.glossgenius.com
www.sunlesstansbytalia.glossgenius.com
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FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office locations in Lowell, Milford

North Andover & Boston
Licensed in MA & NH

Joe Freitas 
978-790-6826
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas
978-376-7309
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one off er per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 9/30/24. Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2024 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!*

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Representatives are available 8 a.m.–8 p.m., 7 days a week (Mon.–Fri. from Apr. 1–Sept. 30). Benefits 
eligibility requirements must be met. Not all may qualify. Not available in Berkshire, Dukes, Franklin, or 
Nantucket Counties. PPO not available in Barnstable county. Tufts Health Plan is an HMO and PPO plan, both 
with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Tufts Health Plan depends on contract renewal. Tufts Health Plan 
complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, or sex (including pregnancy, sexual orientation, and gender identity). 
ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 
1-800-701-9000 (HMO)/1-866-623-0172 (PPO) (TTY: 711) © 2024 Tufts Health Plan Inc. Y0065_2024_259_M

Local plan, doctors, 
and customer service

1-833-392-0130 (TTY: 711)

premium
PPO & HMO

Medicare Advantage plans offered by Tufts Health Plan

mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

MILLS INSURANCE AGENCY

(978) 686-0826

54 Cummings Park Dr., Suite 320,Woburn, Ma 01801
Phone: 781-305-4010 • Phone: (978) 242-4658

Email: contact@barodhomecare.com
www.barodhomecare.com

24/7 Towing & Recovery
www.RGATIRE.com

(603) 898-9077
(603) 505-7671

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

Your Hometown Bank
243 Broadway, Methuen, Massachusetts

978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com

Robert A. Armano
President & CEO 

Parishioner
243 Broadway, Methuen, Massachusetts
978-682-5271 • www.methuencoop.com

All Deposits Insured in Full
Member FDIC & DIF

Equal Opportunity Employer
Equal Housing Lender

PRM Engineering
Structural Consulting
Tel: (978) 738-8001

www.prmengineering.com
 Email: prmeng@prmengineering.com
Residential and Commercial Designs
PE Licensed: MA, NH, ME, CT
Foundations, Framing, Plans, Reports

SSuummmmeerr LLaawwnn 
CCaarree SSeerrvviicceess

Lawn Cuts, Pruning, Edging, Weeding 
Hedge & Shrub Trimming, Mulch 

Cleanups, Shrub & Brush Removal

Methuen Area
Call Alex
Parishioner

978-557-1029

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home
Serving all faiths & ethnic backgrounds for 70 years

Specializing in Traditional
 Funeral Services, Cremation & 

Celebration of Life
Prearrangements in all settings

www.pollardfuneralhome.com
233 Lawrence St., Methuen • 978-687-7300

hablamos español
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