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DIRECTOR OF PARISH LIFE MAR 16, 2025
Making disciples is the mission of the Church (Mt 28:18-20), but what is a disciple? Among the Jewish people 
at the time of Christ, a devout and usually gifted young man would seek out an expert in the Law, a Rabbi 
(teacher), and ask to become his talmid, the word we translate as disciple. After a period of testing and     
observation, the Rabbi would decide whether to accept the young man as a disciple by telling him either: 
“Follow me” or “Go and learn the trade of your father.” If the young man was accepted as a disciple, he would 
leave his family, and live with the Rabbi in order to learn everything the Rabbi knew about the Torah and    
imitate the way the Rabbi himself lived it. The goal of the disciple was to become like his Rabbi, and 
eventually make his own disciples. The Apostles would have 
been very familiar with this tradition when Jesus told them     
before his ascension, “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Mt 
28:19). They would have understood this was the next step—
however unprepared or unworthy they would have felt—in their 
own call to follow Jesus. Thus a disciple becomes a disciple 
maker, teaching what Jesus taught and living the way Jesus 
lived. Thus, making disciples is not restricted to any one        
category of Christian like priests or foreign missionaries. Nor is 
it reserved for church employees. Making disciples is the      
mission of every member of the Church down to the littlest 
member of the littlest parish. Sadly, many parish communities 
have forgotten this missionary mandate and fallen out of the 
practice of making disciples, settling for something else         
altogether. Consequently, parishes must be transformed in    
order to fulfill this missionary mandate (no. 28). As Pope Francis 
exhorts, “[L]et us be ‘permanently in a state of mission’.” (no. 
25, Joy of the Gospel), that is in a state of making disciples.

This task is even more urgent for us in the United 
States, especially among young people. Only 14% of American 
Catholics are under the age of 30 (between 18 and 29 years of 
age), and 9 out of 10 Catholic youth will leave the church, and 
most by age twenty-three. While these trends are alarming, a 
recent survey of Catholic adults hints at a way to change these 
disturbing trends. This survey revealed that practicing Catholic 
adults had, on average, five meaningful relationships with adult witnesses during adolescence. In other 
words, a community of disciples witnessing to youth—together with the gift of God’s grace—made them     
disciples.

One-on-One Ministry
This is our path forward. This is how St. Lucy and St. Monica Parishes plan to effectively evangelize: by     
prioritizing the formation of meaningful relationships between disciples in our parishes and those who are not 
yet disciples. I invite each of us to prayerfully discern how we can make this a priority in practice. Ask   
yourself a few questions: if you had to make one disciple, one saint for Christ, how would you do it? What 
steps would you take? How would you begin? What resources and support would you need or want from your 
parish and its leaders? Finally, ask yourself who is one person in your sphere of influence at home, at work, 
at school that you could invite to follow Jesus as his disciple? These are the questions we in ministry have 
been asking ourselves and which we invite you to join us in asking. Not just as a theoretical exercise but in 
order to take concrete steps toward making disciples of Jesus Christ.

Future Steps
The parish is currently training a handful of disciples to make disciples of adults and young people, but it is 
just a beginning. Many more—all of us—will eventually be called to play our part. In the meantime, we ask 
you to (1) pray for our parishes to fulfill our missionary mandate in Methuen. (2) Prayerfully reflect on how you 
can do your part. We do not know God’s plan for every individual, and the Lord has given each of us special 
graces to accomplish the work of his kingdom. What has God put on your heart and how can you contribute 
to the mission of our parishes? And (3) start the practice of inviting people to join you for mass, adoration, 
confessions or any other opportunities. Together we will win disciples for Christ!

t 

s 



3

FR.. MICHAELL HARVEYY                   MARR 16,, 2025 

In the Gospel this weekend, the Father’s voice is 
heard from Heaven - “This is my chosen Son; listen to 
Him.” Much like what the Blessed Mother said at the 
wedding feast in Cana - “Do whatever He tells you.” 
When Jesus was presumed lost but a er 3 days was 
found in the Temple talking with the priests, it is said 
that “all who heard Him were astounded at His 
understanding and His answers.”

St. Joseph also would have listened very intently to 
Jesus, and perhaps would have counseled His peers to 
“listen to Him.” The mys cs, those who were gi ed to 
view the life of St. Joseph report that when Jesus 
referred to Joseph as father, he would go into ecstasy 
having the privilege to be called His earthly father.

The feast, “St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed virgin 
Mary” is this Wednesday, March 19th. It is truly “right 
and Just” to honor St. Joseph, patron of the universal 
Church, of fathers, husbands, workers, the dying, and 
Guardian of the Holy Family.

On March 18th we celebrate the op onal memorial 
of St. Cyril of Jerusalem. He was a devoted pastor, 
teacher and bishop who endured exile 3 mes and 
throughout his life (d. 386) maintained a devo on to the 
liturgy and the sacraments.

And not to ruin the surprise, but Mar17th is the 
Feast of St. patrick. Because St. Patrick is the patron 
saint of the Archdiocese of Boston, it too is a high feast 
day like St. Joseph’s feast. Thus all are dispensed from 
the regular Lenten disciplines.

Someone will have to enjoy Fr. Patrick Armano’s 
corned beef and cabbage as he will be on a pilgrimage 
to Sicily/Italy. We will keep the pilgrims in our prayers 
and maybe we could pray to St. Joseph who traveled 
quite a bit with Our Lady and Jesus. The mys cs also 
point out how St. Joseph and Our Lady would not only 
make pilgrimages to the holy temple but also to the 
sites of the Annuncia on and the Na vity. Let’s ask St. 
Joseph and Our Lady to help us discern a possible mini-
pilgrimage to Holy Rosary Shrine, an o cial Jubilee Year 
Pilgrimage Site.

“Oh St. Joseph, whose protec on is so great, so 
prompt, so strong, before the throne of God, I place in 
you all my interests and desires. Oh, St. Joseph, do assist 
me by your powerful intercession, and obtain for me 
from your Divine Son all spiritual blessings, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.”

Spouse of the Mother of God, pray for us.
Chaste Guardian of the Virgin, pray for us.

Foster-Father of the Son of God, pray for us.
Model of Workmen, pray for us.
Terror of Demons, pray for us.

Patron of the Dying, pray for us.
Protector of the Holy Church, pray for us.
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Last Sunday we celebrated the Rite of Sending a Catechumen 
and the Rite of Calling the Candidates to Continuing Conversion 
at the 10:30 a. m. Mass at St. Lucy Church.  Our candidates   
Joseph, Christina and Kathleen are fulfilling a life of conversion 
centered in Christ and will receive the sacraments of Confirma-
tion and First Holy Communion at the Easter Vigil.     
 After Mass our catechumen John travelled to Holy Cross  
Cathedral with his sons, Ryan and Eli, Fr. Marcos, Dcn. John 
Pierce and Dcn. John Kobrenski, who will be John’s godfather, to 
celebrate the Rite of Election of Catechumens with Bishop Mark 
O’Connell and 482 other catechumens in the Archdiocese of  
Boston who will enter into the Church at the Easter Vigil.  
 At the celebration of the “Election” the catechumenate itself 
comes to an end.  The Elect are those who have been chosen by 
the Bishop to go forward to celebrate the Sacraments of          
Initiation.  The Elect participate in a time of intense spiritual           
preparation during Lent, called the period of purification and    
enlightenment, before receiving the sacraments of initiation.  It is 
called “Election” because the admission made by the Church is 
founded on election by God, in whose name the Church acts.  
The elect are encouraged to follow Christ with greater generosity.   
 Please keep John, Joesph, Christina and Kathleen in your 
prayers.  

NEWS             MAR 16, 2025 

DEVOTIONS SCHEDULE 
 

Tuesday evenings 6-6:30pm 
Rosary Prayer Group for Priests | Gethsemane Chapel   
all are welcome to attend 
 

Wednesday mornings 9:30-11am (ZOOM) 
Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet & book discussion.   
Contact Bonnie Doherty at bonnieocds@gmail.com 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Wednesdays  6-7pm St. Lucy Church 
 

Thursday evenings 6-7pm (ZOOM) 
Rosary for world peace & individual intentions  
followed by Evening Prayer.    
Contact Bonnie Doherty at bonnieocds@gmail.com  
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Saturdays 9:30am-2:30pm Gethsemane Chapel  

SOLEMNITY OF ST. JOSEPH 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
March 19 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
This past weekend, a group of confirmation 
students and youth volunteered at Debbie's 
Treasure Chest in Lawrence. They helped by 
organizing donations, moving MANY boxes of 
donations and 
organizing them, 
and with 
organizing 
paperwork. It 
was a great 
day!  

mailto:bonnieocds@gmail.com
mailto:bonnieocds@gmail.com
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NNEWSS              MARR 16, 2025 

HOSPITALITY/REFRESHMENTS
Please join us for refreshments 

Sunday, March 16th & 30th
St. Monica School Hall 

following the 9:000am Mass

Sunday, March 16th 
St. Lucy Lower Church Hall 
following the 10:30am Mass

ALL ARE WELCOME!

THEE JUBILEEE PRAYERR 
Father in heaven, may the faithh you have given us in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother, and the flame of charity
enkindled in our hearts by the Holy spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hopee for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel. May those seeds transform from 
within both humanity and the whole cosmos in the sure expectation of a new heaven and a new earth, when, with 
the powers of Evil vanquished, your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrimss off Hope,, a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer throughout the earth. To you our God, eternally 
blessed, be glory and praise for ever.
Amen.

MORNNG OF REFLECTION 
FOR WOMEN

The Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality is 
sponsoring our annual Morning of     
Reflection on Saturday, March 22nd

from 8:30-11:30am.  Our guest speaker 
is Father Bob McCoy from Sacred Heart 
Parish.  This special day will begin with 

mass at 8:30, followed by light           
refreshments and our guest speaker. 

This women’s event is open 
to ALL parishioners.

To help defray our cost, attendees are 
asked to donate  $10.
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Yes, I CAN...We are in need of Canned Tuna, Mashed 
Potatoes, Canned Fruit, Pancake Mix & Pancake Syrup. 
Donations can be dropped off anytime at the entrances to 
St. Lucy Church and the side door of Gethsemane Chapel  
at St. Monica Church. 

             MARR 16,, 2025 

PARISHH OFFICESS 
254 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 01844
978.683.1193
www.methuencatholic.org
Hours:      Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri   9am - 1pm  

Closed Wed

METHUENN CATHOLICC 
THE PARISHES OF ST. MONICA AND ST. LUCY

CHAPELL off thee  IMMACULATEE CONCEPTIONN 
ST.. LUCYY CANDLEE SHRINEE 

Open Mon-Sat from 9am-5pm

GETHSEMANEE CHAPELL att ST.. MONICAA CHURCHH 
Open 7 days per week from 6am-7pm

St.. Vincentt de paull societyy 
978.686.9573

PASTORALL STAFFF 
 

Fr. Marcos Peña Administrator
frmarcosmethuen@gmail.com
Fr. Michael Harvey Parochial Vicar
Deacon John Kobrenski Permanent Deacon
Deacon John Pierce Senior Deacon
Kera Mansour Business Manager
methuencatholic@gmail.com
Karl Jackson Director of Parish Life
faithformation.stlm@gmail.com
Joseph Lundin                  Music Director
Christine Ryan Administrative Assistant
parishoffice.stlm@gmail.com

ST.. MONICAA SCHOOLL       SCHOOLL STAFF 
212 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 01844 Donna Henderson Principal
(978) 686 -1801 Ann Marie Collins      Administrative Assistant 
www.saintmonicaschoolmethuen.org ssmso ce@methuencatholic.orgg 

  MARRIAGESS  Please call the Parish Offices at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date and before 
booking  a reception hall.

BAPTISMSS  2nd Sunday of the month, 2:00pm at St. Monica's | 3rd Sunday of the month, 2:00pm at St. Lucy's
Please call the Parish Of ces at least 2 months in advance to schedule.

MASSS SCHEDULEE SAT 4 pm (VIGIL)  both parishes       CONFESSIONS
SUN 9 am & 12 pm St. Monica                  SAT 3-3:45pm at both parishes 

                                                 10:30 am St. Lucy       

MON/TUES/THURS/FRI  9 am St. Lucy 
            SATURDAY 9 am St. Monica

Marchh 11 && 22 
St. Monica - $7,943.00         St. Lucy - $4,089.00

Weekly Offertory needed to sustain parish operations: St. Monica - $10,000 | St. Lucy - $6,000
Thank you for your continued generous contribution to the mission of our parishes.

BULLETINN DEADLINEE 
Mondays @ 10 am. Please email 
all bulletin notices to 
parisho ce.stlm@gmail.com. 

mailto:frmarcosmethuen@gmail.com
mailto:methuencatholic@gmail.com
mailto:faithformation.stlm@gmail.com
mailto:parishoffice.stlm@gmail.com
mailto:ce@methuencatholic.org
mailto:ce.stlm@gmail.com
www.methuencatholic.org
www.saintmonicaschoolmethuen.org
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 SONGS & READINGS             MAR 16, 2025 
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 SONGS & READINGS             MAR 16, 2025 
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SONGSS && READINGSS             MARR 16,, 2025 

PRAYERR TOO ST.. MICHAELL 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection against the wickedness and 

snares of the devil. May God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the 
Heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about 

the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
t 
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SST.. MONICAA PARISHH 
Saturday,   March 15
9:00am To St. Anthony for favors received

4:00pm Gloria Marcoux

Sunday, March 16
9:00am Monica Ofedu (living)

Deceased Members of the Cutulli Family
Marilee Ralph

12:00pm Maurice Larivierre, Sr.
Maurice Larivierrre, Jr.
Delio Areias
Donald M. Cronin
Robert LaPiana
Fred J. & Jenny Bonaccorsi
Joseph F. Bonaccorsi

Saturday,   March 22
9:00am Afam Ofedu

4:00pm Francis T. Roberge

Sunday, March 23
9:00am Jose Antonio Aguiar

Jose Aguiar
Joao Costa

12:00pm Vincent Minicucci
Gerard & Mattia D’Andrea
Ellen Mailloux

MASSS && PRAYERR INTENTIONSS             MARR 16,, 2025 

PRAYERR CORNERR 
Please pray for Carolyn, Adrienne M., Terry, Chris 
C., Joy M., William T., Chris B., Kathy P., Jeff H., 
Brian V., Mike B., Louie C., Phyllis T. & Patrice K.

Please pray for Peter Miville whose funeral we 
recently offered. May the souls of the faithful 
departed rest in peace. Amen.

DAY DATE PRIEST SEMINARIAN

Sun 03/16/25 Fr. Jeremy St. Mar n Zachary Smith, OMV

Mon 03/17/25 Fr. Patrick Armano Xavier Stooks, OMV

Tues 03/18/25 Fr. J. Bryan Hehir
Ma hew Thoni 

RMS Boston

Wed 03/19/25 Fr. Joseph Driscoll
Giovanni Trimboli 

RMS Boston

Thurs 03/20/25 Fr. Robert Cordery
Hieu Trung Chu 

SJS Hanoi

Fri 03/21/25 Fr. Michael Ferraro
John-Vincent Barcinas 

SJS Boston

Sat 03/22/25 Fr. William Carroll
Patrick Barr 

SJS Providence

PRAYY FORR OURR PRIESTSS 

ST.. LUCYY PARISHH 
 

Saturday, March 15
4:00pm For the Parishioners of

St. Lucy & St. Monica

Sunday, March 16
10:30am Busty & Tina Consoli

Lucille Guimond
William York and the Deceased Members
of the York Family
Jim Gablosky

Monday, March 17
9:00am Manny Gianni

Christine Gianni Eldridge

Tuesday, March 18
9:00am Alexander & Rosemary D’Urso

Wednesday, March 19
9:00am Albert, Russel & Roland Raza

Joan Raza
Kenneth Duncan
Dale Duncan

Thursday, March 20
9:00am  Joseph Lavigne

Yvette Moran
Mike Milnes

Friday, March 21
9:00am John & Louise Salmi

Saturday, March 22
4:00pm Michael M. Mansour

Arleen Marsan

Sunday, March 16
10:30am For the Parishioners of

St. Lucy & St. Monica
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NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 12/31/24. Independently owned and operated franchise. 

©2024 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

$250 OFF 
YOUR ORDER!*

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit 
card or other unsecured debt, see how 

National Debt Relief can help resolve your 
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS 
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934

(844) 300-2419
*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply.  This 

only.  See your dealer for details.   ©2024 BCI.

• Tub-to-Shower Conversions
• Replacement Tubs
• Replacement Showers
• Walk-in Tubs

CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2025

Military & Senior Discounts Available

$1000 OFF*

OR

OR

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

0% Interest for 18 Months**

$1500 OFF 
**

• Low-Barrier Showers
• Soaker Tubs
• Accessories and more!
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

SSpprriinngg LLaawwnn CCaarree SSeerrvviiccee

Parishioner

978-557-1029

Leaf Cleanup, Fertilizing, Overseeding 
Aeration, Dethatching, Pruning

Hedging, Mulch Install, Weekly Cuts
Small Tree and Stump Removal

SCHEDULE EARLY

Methuen Area

Call Alex

PLEASANT VALLEY GARDENS
Join Our CSA Program

Fresh Vegetables Every Week

978-682-9563
255 Merrimack Street • Methuen

www.pleasantvalleygardens.com

Full-Service 
Florist

291A Merrimack St.

Methuen
MA 01844

(978) 655-5373
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home
Serving all faiths & ethnic backgrounds for 70 years!

233 Lawrence St., Methuen • 978-687-7300
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
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www.ritewaytravelagency.comwww.ritewaytravelagency.com
978-682-3245978-682-3245

FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office locations in Lowell & North Andover 

Licensed in MA & NH

Joe Freitas 
978-790-6826
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas
978-376-7309
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
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AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Memorial Ads
Available 617-779-3771

mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
www.pleasantvalleygardens.com
www.pleasantvalleygardens.com
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com
www.flowersbyjamielynn.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.ritewaytravelagency.com
www.ritewaytravelagency.com
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12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 12/31/24. Independently owned and operated franchise. 

©2024 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

$250 OFF
YOUR ORDER!*

Transform your bath
with a walk-in tub

SAVINGS INCLUDE A
FREE TOILET & BIDET

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Offers valid thru 3/31/25

866-585-2572 SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit 
card or other unsecured debt, see how 

National Debt Relief can help resolve your 
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS 
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934

Full-service Travel Design for Families,
Groups & Faith-Based Communities 

Melissa Queliz

Travel Advisor

1-833-602-2444
melissa@saltandlighttravelco.com
www.saltandlighttravelco.com
Business Hours Tue-Thurs, 6-8PM EST

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:melissa@saltandlighttravelco.com
mailto:melissa@saltandlighttravelco.com
www.saltandlighttravelco.com
www.saltandlighttravelco.com


For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Monica, Methuen, MA 901

978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

MILLS INSURANCE AGENCY

(978) 686-0826

54 Cummings Park Dr., Suite 320,Woburn, Ma 01801
Phone: 781-305-4010 • Phone: (978) 242-4658

Email: contact@barodhomecare.com
www.barodhomecare.com

Your Hometown Bank
243 Broadway, Methuen, Massachusetts

978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com

Robert A. Armano
President & CEO 

Parishioner
243 Broadway, Methuen, Massachusetts

978-682-5271 • www.methuencoop.com
All Deposits Insured in Full

Member FDIC & DIF

Equal Opportunity Employer

Equal Housing Lender

PRM Engineering
Structural Consulting
Tel: (978) 738-8001

www.prmengineering.com
 Email: prmeng@prmengineering.com
Residential and Commercial Designs
PE Licensed: MA, NH, ME, CT
Foundations, Framing, Plans, Reports

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8

Kenneth H. Pollard Funeral Home
Serving all faiths & ethnic backgrounds for 70 years!

233 Lawrence St., Methuen • 978-687-7300
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
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SSpprriinngg LLaawwnn CCaarree SSeerrvviiccee

Parishioner

978-557-1029

Leaf Cleanup, Fertilizing, Overseeding 
Aeration, Dethatching, Pruning

Hedging, Mulch Install, Weekly Cuts
Small Tree and Stump Removal

SCHEDULE EARLY

Methuen Area

Call Alex

FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office locations in Lowell & North Andover 

Licensed in MA & NH

Joe Freitas 
978-790-6826
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas
978-376-7309
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com

Memorial Ads
Available 617-779-3771

Scan the QR code 

to learn more / 

contact 

Steve Zubricki.

Convert your old home 

videos to digital format.

Acceptable formats: VHS-C, VHS or MiniDV.
Parishioner will handle your memories with care and 

return to you to enjoy and share with your family and 

friends. Local pick up and delivery, no shipping loss risk.

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:contact@barodhomecare.com
mailto:contact@barodhomecare.com
mailto:prmeng@prmengineering.com
mailto:prmeng@prmengineering.com
mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:Joe@JFreitasRealty.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
mailto:sandrafreitas613@gmail.com
www.barodhomecare.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.methuencoop.com
www.prmengineering.com
www.prmengineering.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com
www.pollardfuneralhome.com

