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 DEACON JOHN PIERCE                     DEC 01, 2024 

Jesus is longing for your 

presence. 
 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & 
CONFESSIONS 

Saturdays 
9:30am-2:30pm 

Gethsemane Chapel at St. Monica Church 

Wednesday Evenings 
6-7pm 

St. Lucy Church 

Devout and Expectant Delight 

Today the season of Advent begins and with it we begin the Church’s liturgical year.  How good to 
live our lives within liturgical time.  How good to begin again!  These four Sundays and the weekdays 
leading up to the celebration of Christmas give us time to prepare for the anniversary of Jesus’s birth 
on Christmas when he first came to us. 

We know that he will come again.  In the Memorial Acclamation at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
just after the consecration of the bread and wine into the body and blood, soul and divinity of Christ, 
the priest says, “The mystery of faith.”  And we continue, “We proclaim your death, O Lord, and    
profess your Resurrection until you come again.”  As we read in the letter to the Hebrews, “Now faith 
is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”  In the certainty of faith, in a 
trusting spirit, we have hope in Christ.  We have the assurance that he will return in glory at the end 
of time and we have the hope for eternal life with him in heaven. 

 The word advent comes from the Latin adventus (meaning to come to) which is the translation of 
the Greek word parousia commonly used in reference to the Second Coming of Christ.  The earliest 
Christians believed that Christ’s return was imminent.  However, the scripture readings during       
Advent tell us not to waste our time with predictions, but rather to be alert and ready, living our lives 
as devout disciples of Our Lord. 

The Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year tell us that, “Advent has a twofold character, for it is a 
time of preparation for the solemnities of Christmas, in which the First Coming of the Son of God to 
humanity is remembered, and likewise a time when, by remembrance of this, minds and hearts are 
led to look forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time. For these two reasons, Advent is a 
period of devout and expectant delight.”  

In the midst of the many distraction of the modern world Advent is a time to reorient our lives to Our 
Lord, deepening our relationship with him.  In the sacraments, most especially in the Eucharist, the 
source and summit of the Christian life, we are in communion with Our Lord and with our brothers 
and sisters in the many advents between the First and the Second Coming of Christ. 

Pope Benedict XVI has written, “It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of 
goodness and thus to open doors of hope.”  In these days of Advent we begin again in devout and 
expectant delight with memories of goodness awakening and doors of hope opening. 
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St. Monica Knights of Columbus Council 14725 
presenting Market Basket gift cards to the St. 
Vincent de Paul 
Society to assist 
families in need with 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

NEWS              DEC 01, 2024 

HOSPITALITY/REFRESHMENTS 

Please join us for refreshments  
Sunday, December 8th in  

St. Monica School Hall  
following the 9am Mass 

 

Sunday, December 15th in  

St. Lucy Lower Church Hall  
following the 10:30am Mass 

JOIN THE 

CHRISTMAS 

CHOIRS 

 
PRACTICES HAVE BEGUN! But there is still time. 
Anyone interested in being part of our 
Christmas Choirs for our 4:00pm Christmas Eve 
Masses are encouraged to contact Karl to sign 
up. We will practice together Tuesdays at 6pm 
(subject to change) at St. Monica’s for now.  
We will have two choirs: one for each parish’s 
4:00pm Mass.   
 
Please reach out to Karl at 
faithformation.stlm@gmail.com  

 
CHRISTMAS SHARING 

AT  
METHUEN CATHOLIC 

 

 

In support of St. Vincent DePaul Society, our parishes 

will be collecting gift cards for children and families  

in need. 
 

We are requesting gift cards from the following: 
 

Walmart 

Target 

Market Basket 
 

Any denomination will be accepted. 
 

Designated boxes will be on display at the rear of 

each church from November 23rd- December 10th. 
 

Realizing these are difficult times for all of us, 

whatever you can do to brighten another family with 

your generosity will be truly appreciated.  

 God bless you all. 
 

If you have any questions, please call: 
 

St. Lucy’s - Annette Autiello - 508-783-1544 

St. Monica’s - Mary Jo Farelli - 978-265-9923 

GENTLY USED SECOND HAND ITEMS 
 

A parishioner has volunteered to collect gently used 
second hand items and sell them at his flea market with 
all proceeds going to our parishes. This gentleman has a 
history of success in this area and has done this type of 
ongoing fundraiser for other organizations and churches 
in the past. If you are interested in getting rid of some old 
furniture or other items, please consider reaching out to 
Jim to arrange for pick up. Call 978-360-8796. Please no 
broken or damaged items.  

Thank you to all who have already donated! 
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NEWS             DEC 01, 2024 

I look to the future with hope, and I invite you to do the same...we have an incredible opportunity to build the Kingdom of God by 

responding to the inspirations of the Holy Spirit for the good of our parish, our community, and ourselves. To become even more 

vibrant and active in spreading the Gospel and sharing the hope of Christ with others.” 

...The Grand Annual Appeal represents a crucial step in achieving our goals. For this reason, I thank you for your generous support  

of the Appeal, and our weekly offertory/online giving. As Saint Paul write to the Corinthians, “Whoever sows bountifully will also 

reap bountifully…for God loves a cheerful giver. Moreover, God is able to make every grace abundant for you, so that in all things, 

always having all you need, you may have an abundance for every good work.” (2 Cor 9: 6-8). 

As I repeat at the end of every Mass, thank you for your gifts of time, talent, and treasures; and in a special way, thank you for your 

support of our Grand Annual appeal. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Marcos 
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Yes, I CAN...We are in need of  Tomato Sauce & Canned 
Pasta. Donations can be dropped off anytime at the 
entrances to St. Lucy Church and the side door of 
Gethsemane Chapel  at St. Monica Church.  

              DEC 01, 2024 

PARISH OFFICES 

254 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 01844 
978.683.1193 
www.methuencatholic.org 
Hours:      Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri   9am - 1pm   

Closed Wed 

METHUEN CATHOLIC 
THE PARISHES OF ST. MONICA AND ST. LUCY 

 CHAPEL of the  IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

ST. LUCY CANDLE SHRINE 

Open 7 days per week from 9am-5pm 

GETHSEMANE CHAPEL at ST. MONICA CHURCH 

Open 7 days per week from morning rush hour until 7pm 

St. Vincent de paul society 

978.686.9573 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Fr. Marcos Peña   Administrator 
frmarcosmethuen@gmail.com 
Fr. Michael Harvey   Parochial Vicar 
Deacon John Kobrenski Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John Pierce  Senior Deacon 
Kera Mansour    Business Manager 
methuencatholic@gmail.com 
Karl Jackson     Director of Parish Life 
faithformation.stlm@gmail.com 
Brink Bush     Music Director 
Christine Ryan    Administrative Assistant 
parishoffice.stlm@gmail.com 

ST. MONICA SCHOOL       SCHOOL STAFF 
212 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 01844   Donna Henderson  Principal 
(978) 686 -1801           Ann Marie Collins       Administrative Assistant  
www.saintmonicaschoolmethuen.org    smsoffice@methuencatholic.org 

  MARRIAGES  Please call the Parish Offices at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date and before  
     booking  a reception hall. 

BAPTISMS  2nd Sunday of the month, 2:00pm at St. Monica's | 3rd Sunday of the month, 2:00pm at St. Lucy's 
Please call the Parish Offices at least 2 months in advance to schedule. 

MASS SCHEDULE SAT 4 pm (VIGIL)  both parishes            CONFESSIONS 

       SUN 9 am & 12 pm St. Monica                      SAT 3-3:45pm at both parishes  

                                                 10:30 am St. Lucy              

       MON/TUES/THURS/FRI  9 am St. Lucy     

                 SATURDAY 9 am St. Monica 

November 16 & 17 

St. Monica - $7,573    St. Lucy  - $4,453 

Weekly Offertory needed to sustain parish operations: St. Monica - $10,000 | St. Lucy - $6,000 

Thank you for your continued generous contribution to the mission of our parishes. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 

Mondays @ 10 am. Please email  
all bulletin notices to  
parishoffice.stlm@gmail.com. 
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SONGS & READINGS              DEC 01, 2024 
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 SONGS & READINGS              DEC 01, 2024 

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL 

 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our protection 

against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him 

we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, by the 

power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl 

about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 

Advent Prayer 
 

God our Father help us keep watch and strengthen 
our faith as we wait for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
Wake us up and find us ready to serve and praise 
him. 
Amen 
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ST. MONICA PARISH 
 

Saturday,  November 30 
9:00am  George LaFland 
    Fred J. Rapisardi 
    Mary Rapisardi 
     

4:00pm  Ann Thomas 
    Eva Vieweg 
   

Sunday, December 1 
9:00am  Arthur & Emilda Gagne 
    Fred J. & Jenny Bonaccorsi 
    Joseph F. Bonaccorsi 
    Sally McCafferty 
    Charles & Jenny Bonaccorsi 
    Eleanor Bonaccorsi Marchman 
     

12:00pm   Gregory L’Heureux 
 

Saturday,  December 7  
9:00am  FIRST SATURDAY MASS 
 

4:00pm  Alexander & Gloria Vellette 
    Alan Tisbert 
 

Sunday, December 8 
9:00am  Giuseppe Branchina 
    Jim Gablonsky 
    Michael McGreevy 
     

12:00pm   Maria & Fred Laird 
     

MASS & PRAYER INTENTIONS             DEC 01, 2024 

PRAYER CORNER 

Please pray for  Eileen F., Robert L., Madelyn, 
Buddy B., Maria P., Phyllis T. & Patrice K. 
 

Please pray for Linda E. Pacheco whose funeral   
we recently offered. May the souls of the faithful 
departed rest in peace. Amen.

DAY DATE PRIEST SEMINARIAN 

Sun 12/01/24 Fr. Giovanni Argote Infante Nicholas Jones 
SJS Providence 

Mon 12/02/24 Fr. Paul Clifford Diego Mendoza 
RMS Boston 

Tues 12/03/24 All Xaverians 
Thiago Mesquita de 

Sousa 
SJS Boston 

Wed 12/04/24 Fr. John Chen Henry Sueffert 
RMS Boston 

Thurs 12/05/24 Fr. Richard Clancy Timothy Walsh 
SJS Boston 

Fri 12/06/24 Fr. Nicholas Sannella Joseph Beale 
SJS Portland, ME 

Sat 12/07/24 Fr. James Savage Paolo Carvalho 
SJS Boston 

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS 

BULLETIN SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 

St. Mary-Immaculate Conception Cemeteries                 
& Chapel Mausoleum 
55 Hideaway Ln  - Methuen, MA 
978-682-8181 | smic-cemetery.org 

ST. LUCY PARISH 
 

Saturday, November 30 
4:00pm  For the Parishioners of 
    St. Lucy & St. Monica  
 
Sunday, December 1 
10:30am  Angelo Maimone 
    Rev. Charles Squeglia 
    Maria DiFruscia 
    Rocco DiFruscia 
    Maria Giuseppa DiFruscia 
    Sharon Forgetta 
  

Monday, December 2 
9:00am  Maria Carelli 
     
Tuesday, December 3 
9:00am  Andrew & Isabel Mulvaney 
     
Wednesday, December 4 
9:00am  Maria Carelli 
  

Thursday, December 5 
9:00am  Joseph Garcia 
 

Friday, December 6 
9:00am  Peter Salayko 
   

Saturday, December 7 
4:00pm  Perry, Clara, Steven & Beverly Autiello 
 
Sunday, December 8 
10:30am  For the Parishioners of 
    St. Lucy & St. Monica  


