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Bulletin Sponsor of the Week 
Laser Craze - North Andover 

(978) 689—7700 
www.LaserCraze.us 

 

WE CAN USE… canned fruits, canned baked beans, 

instant rice, tuna, pancake mix, pancake syrup, 

cereal, mashed potatoes, peanut butter, and grape 

jelly. Donations can be dropped off anytime in the 

baskets located at the entrances to both 

churches.   

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

“YES I CAN” PROGRAM 

 
New to our community? We're so happy you joined 

us this weekend and we'd love to have you worship 

with us regularly. Come discover the peace that 

comes from following our Lord Jesus. Contact us at 

the parish offices so we can get to know each other 

better. (978) 683-1193 or (978) 686-3311. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Monica Parish 

7:30 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m.  

 
St. Lucy Parish 

9:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Every Friday During Lent 
 

St. Monica Church: 7:00 p.m.   
 

St. Lucy Church: 5:30 p.m.  
followed by soup or pizza  

New Sunday  

Please pray for  

Louise Fusco, James Casey, Evelyn 

Chabot, Joseph McLaughlin, 

Lucille Sirois, Donald Ganim, and 

Marilyn Waters whose Funeral Masses were 

recently celebrated at our parishes. May their 

soul and the souls of all our faithful departed 

rest in peace. 

COLLABORATIVE NEWS & EVENTS 

March 15 & 16, 2018  

7:00 pm  

St. Monica Church  
 

More information to 

come. 
Lenten Parish Mission 

with Rev. Jurgen Liias 
 

HELP OUR YOUTH SERVE OUR COMMUNITY 

If you expect to have some Spring cleaning or 

clean-up projects around your yard this April, 

allow the youth of our community to help out on 

their annual service day on April 28th, 2018!   

Send your name to Mark Forrester at  

youth.stlm@gmail.com. 
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By Yadira Betances Muldoon 

MethuenLife Writer 

  
The distance between Methuen 

and Tanzania is close to 8,000 

miles, but the Rev. Joseph Chacha 

Marwa has made the sacrifice to 

serve God's people in the 
Archdiocese of Boston.  

   Marwa, 45, is serving as 

temporary parochial vicar at St. 

Monica and St. Lucy Parishes until 
the end of May. 

  A priest for 12 years with the 

Society of African Missionaries, 

Marwa is using his time at St. 
Monica and St. Lucy to celebrate 

Mass, preach, and visit the 

homebound and the sick bringing 

them Holy Communion.  

  "They are very attentive people," 
Marwa said of parishioners at St. 

Monica and St. Lucy. "They have 

welcomed me to their home as 

one of their own." 
  While he enjoys celebrating the 

Eucharist, preaching and teaching, 

one role he likes most as a priest is 

being with the people, which he 

said goes hand-in-hand with his 
favorite Bible verse, "Do unto 

others as you would have them do 

to you" from the Gospel of 

Matthew.  
  "I feel good when I can make 

someone smile or make their day 

better. It all begins there and 

when they see that, they see the 
reflection of Christ just as I see 

Christ's image in them," Marwa 

said.  

  In introducing Marwa to the 

congregation, Pastor Bill Lohan 
wrote in the parish bulletin how it 

may be hard to imagine living and 

working in a country so different 

from our own. 

  "Though priests who have given 
up having their own nuclear 

families for the sake of our 

kingdom have a special claim, I 

propose to you that those who 
make this sacrifice so far from 

their native land have an even 

greater claim to that love and 

support," said Lohan, who 

had known the missionaries while 
serving in Dedham. 

  The Society of African 

Missionaries was founded in 

Lyons, France, in 1856 and 
members come from Africa, Asia, 

Europe and America and many of 

the older priests in the order are 

from Ireland.  
  Born in Tanzania, a country in 

Eastern Africa, Marwa is one of 

seven children. He is proficient in 

English, French, Swahili and 

several Zambian dialects.   
  Marwa credits his parents' deep 

Catholic faith for his desire to 

become a priest. In fact his 

grandfather, who was a cattle 
trader, ceded part of his land to 

Maryknoll priests to build a 

church.  

When asked why he wanted to be 
a priest, he admits "There was no 

straight answer.'' 

 While the ministry was always on 

the back of his mind, he thought 

of becoming a teacher. He joined 
the minor seminary to discern a 

call to ministry, but left and 

enrolled in a public school. It was 

then that Marwa said his love for 
ministry "came back very strong." 

  Finally, he joined the Society of 

African Missionaries in 1996 and 

was sent to Kenya.  

  "It wasn't easy to make that 

decision, but I said, 'If this is God's 

plan, let me try,' " he said.  
  He was ordained in 2005 in the 

Diocese of Shinyanga, Tanzania. 

  "On my ordination I was very 

happy because all my family was 
there and I had a feeling of 

fulfillment, gratefulness,  

responsibility and the beginning of 

another adventure telling the 

Lord, ‘Here I am,’ ” he said.   
   During Marwa’s years as a priest, 

he has served as a missionary in 

Tanzania, Liberia and Zambia. 

  He first came to the United 
States in 2014 to speak during 

Mission Appeal weekend in 

parishes in Louisiana, Michigan, 

New York, Chicago and 
Springfield, Mass. Marwa spent 

two months last summer at St. 

Margaret and St. Mary Parishes in 

Westwood. He had previously 

lived in the Society of African 
Missionaries regional house in 

Needham as he is now assigned to 

the Archdiocese of Boston.  
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLABORATIVE NEWS & EVENTS 

Tanzanian priest feels the love serving here 
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COLLABORATIVE NEWS & EVENTS 

See below for the Pick of the Week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Bonnie Doherty at  (978) 

270 - 3366 or bonnieocds@gmail.com. To quickly register for 

Formed please go to methuencatholic.formed.org.  

We encourage you to extend an invitation to family and friends no matter where they 

live.  

Access Code for our parishes: 9772VM 

ST. MONICA SCHOOL  

Congratulations to all of our eighth grade students who have been 

accepted to the high schools of their choice.  We are most proud of them. 

In March those who applied will hear from the independent schools.  Our 

students are prepared for high school and like all of us here at St. Monica 

School, the high schools will be most pleased with their academic work 

and with their moral and social skills.  Well done teachers and parents!   

 

The schools our children have been accepted to and/or will be attending 

are:  Central Catholic High School, Presentation of Mary Academy, Austin 

Prep, St. John’s Prep, Notre Dame Cristo Rey, Academy of Notre Dame, 

Greater Lawrence Vocational Technical High School, Wachusett Regional 

High School, Windham High School, Methuen High School and Pinkerton 

Academy.  Students are waiting to hear from Phillips Academy, Brooks 

School and The Groton School. 
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Saturday, February 24 

  8:00 am (multiple intentions)  

                                         William and Margaret Collins 

  4:00 pm                     Stephen Bellingreri   
 
Sunday, February 25 

  7:30 am                     Parishioners of St. Lucy and 

                                         St. Monica Parishes 
  9:30 am                     Kirk Walsh 

                                         Rose Kay 

                                         Nancy Tardif 

                                         Jeanne Brown 

                                         Raymond Arsenault 

                                         Donald Leslie  

  11:30 am                   Mary Fairbanks   
                         
Thursday, March 1 

  7:00 am                     Christine Ferguson   
  
Friday, March 2 

  8:15 am                       
  
Saturday, March 3 

  8:00 am (multiple intentions)  

                                         Amy Waterworth 

                                         Barbara Fitzgerald 

                                         Armand Gonzales 

  4:00 pm                     Thomas and Dorothy Bresnahan   
 
Sunday, March 4 

  7:30 am                     Michael Goosens 

  9:30 am                     Charlie Hanafin  

                                         Rose Hanafin                           (Living) 

                                         Rene Guilmet  

                                         Ellen Durette & William Endicott 
                                         James Chiara 

                                         Matthew Brouder 

                                         James Baker 

  11:30 am                   Peter MacIsaac and 

                                         Johanna MacIsaac   

Roses for Life  
have been donated in loving memory of   
 
Michael and Linda Giarrusso 
Eugene Cusack 
Cecile and Peter Checovich 
Jeanne Brown 
Theresa A. Rickley 
Evelyn Wildes 
Walter Wildes Jr.  

 
If you would like to honor a loved one 
and support our activities, for a 
donation of $10, we'll purchase a rose 
and place it in the vase before the 
statue of the Blessed Mother for a 
week. Please contact the parish office 
at (978) 683-1193. 

ROSES FOR LIFE  

This Sunday, 

February 25, the 

Catholic Lending 

Library will be 
available for free 

lending of books/DVDs in the back of 

the church at the 9:30 Mass. Borrowed 

books/DVDs may be returned at that 

time or in the return box also located in 

the back of the church.  

ST. MONICA PARISH 

Join us for Tea & Treasure  

Thursday, March 8  

at 11:30 am in the  

St. Monica House.  
 

For more information, please call 

Millie  Stumpo at (978) 686 - 0339  

INTENTIONS 
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February 18, 2018: 

Regular Sunday Offering:        $9,954.00 

2nd Collection:                                $1,767.50 

Ash Wednesday Collection:    $1,836.00 
 
There is only one collection this weekend 

and next weekend, our regular Sunday 

offering.  
Thank you for your generous contribution 

to the mission of our parish.  

OFFERTORY 

During Lent, 

Eucharistic 

Adoration on 

Fridays will close 
with Benediction 

at 6:45pm for the 

Station of the 

Cross at 7:00 pm.  

Please visit our Lenten cross located in the 

chapel where you can write the name of 

someone you would like remembered in 

prayer. Please feel free to take someone else’s 
cross and return it after you have prayed for 

them.  

 
 

Green Thumb 
Committee  

 

We are looking 

for volunteers to 
help with plantings 

around the church 

beginning in the 

Spring.  
 

For more information, please contact 

Sharon Tucker at tuck4ely@hotmail.com  

ST. MONICA PARISH 
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ST. LUCY PARISH 

Saturday, February 24 

  4:00 pm                   Douglas Knapp    
 
Sunday, February 25 

  9:00 am                   Antonio and  

                                       Maria Fiasconaro 

  11:00 am                 Dominick “Rex”  

                                       Campone,    
                                       Tommy Campone,   

                                       & George DiRuzza 

                                       Angelina Maglia 

                                       Anthony Rennell 

                                       Mary Ahearn-Kim  
 
Monday, February 26 

  8:00 am                   Wayne P. Janvrin  
 
Tuesday, February 27 

  8:00 am                   Mary Cefalu  
 
Wednesday, February 28 

  8:00 am                   Allan Roderick  
 
Saturday, March 3 

  4:00 pm                  Parishioners of  

                                      St. Lucy and  
                                      St. Monica Parishes 
 
Sunday, March 4 

  9:00 am                  Joseph Pipitone  

  11:00 am                Vincent Bolis 
                                      Agostino Cocozza 

Please remember the poor when 

leaving Mass today. Donation boxes 

are located at the entrances to the 

church. Thank you for your generous 
contribution.  

INTENTIONS 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY SODALITY 

 

Thanks again to everyone who supported our 

Valentines Jackpot Raffle. The drawing was held 

on Sunday, February 18th and the winners of the 

raffle were: 
 
 
$200 Scratch Tickets: Ruth Giordano 

$100 Market Basket Gift Certificate:  

Melissa Chabot-Bonneau 

$50 Market Basket Gift Certificate: Ryan McCall 
 
 
Our next Sodality meeting is Sunday, March 18th, 

after the 9:00 Mass and the praying of the 

Rosary.  
We are a Sodality dedicated to the Blessed 

Mother in service to our parish and our 

community. 

Debbie McCall and our 
president Angie Rizzo.  
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February 18, 2018: 

Regular Sunday Offering:        $6,399.00 

2nd Collection:                                $1,190.00 

Ash Wednesday Collection:    $2,009.00 
  
There is only one collection this weekend 

and next weekend, our regular Sunday 

offering.  
Thank you for your generous contribution 

to the mission of our parish.  

OFFERTORY 

 
Bless, Lord Jesus, the newly 

baptized; 
 
Declan Jude Hamel 
 
Immerse him in the waters of your 

life and love. Seal him with the oil of 

gladness and strength. Illuminate his 

path with the light of your hope. 

Clothe him with goodness, kindness, 
and compassion. May his celebration 

be just the beginning of a long and 

fruitful journey with you. Amen.  

Members of the 
Men’s Guild invite 
all men of St. 
Lucy’s Parish to 
come and take 
part in setting our 
schedule of events 
_____________ 
 
You are invited to 
learn more about 
who we are, share 
in our meetings/
activities and offer 
suggestions as we 
come together to 

support our Parish… Please bring a friend!! 
 
 

 
St. Lucy’s Men’s Guild - Our Guild is an 

association of men dedicated to St. Joseph 
who meet regularly to pray and encourage 

each other to be spiritual leader in their 
families, in their parishes, and in their 

community. 
 

MEN’S GUILD  

Sunday, March 4, 2018 
Guest Speaker: Lori Mendoza of the   
Si Se Puede Program 
 
Immediately following the 9:00 am 
Mass in the church hall. Any questions 
pls call Larry @ 978-360-9256  or Jack 

ST. LUCY PARISH 
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PARISH OFFICES 
254 Merrimack St • Methuen, MA 01844 
Telephone (978) 683-1193 or (978) 686-3311 
methuencatholic@gmail.com 
www.methuencatholic.org 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Father William P. Lohan            ext. 992    
Pastor                                     frlohan68@gmail.com 
 
Father Joseph C. Marwa, SMA   ext. 993 
Temporary Parochial Vicar (Full time)  
chachamarwa2002@yahoo.fr 
 
Father Joseph Thomas, BSO  (978) 319-7873 
Weekend Assistant            irenaiosbso2002@cs.com 
 
Father Herb Jones, O. Carm     ext. 111 
In Residence 
   
Deacon John Pierce       ext. 39 
Permanent Deacon 
dnjbpierce@gmail.com 
 
Deacon John Kobrenski            jpk500@verizon.net 
Permanent Deacon 
 
Kera Mansour    ext. 26          methuencatholic@gmail.com 
Business Manager 
 
Carolyn Leocata      ext. 28      carolyn.leocata@gmail.com  
Administrative Assistant 
 
Isabela Peixoto                       ext. 29 
Communications Associate  
methuencatholicnews@gmail.com 
 
Karl Jackson         ext. 35 
Director of Faith Formation and Youth Ministry  
faithformation.stlm@gmail.com 
 
Mark Forrester                        youth.stlm@gmail.com  
Confirmation Coordinator  
 
Eric Berthiaume                      eberthiaume1@gmail.com 
Music Director - St. Monica     
 
Sharon Waning                       sharon.waning@yahoo.com 
Choir Director/Lead Cantor - St. Lucy 
 
Kevin Fitzgerald      
Facilities Manager (St. Lucy’s) & RCIA Coordinator 

MARRIAGES. Please call the parish office at least six 
months prior to the proposed wedding date and before 
booking a reception hall. 

BAPTISMS. Please call the parish office. 

St. Monica’s Parish: 1st full weekend of the month  
Saturday 12:30 pm/Sunday 1:00pm   
St. Lucy Parish: 3rd Saturday of the Month 12:30pm  

St. Lucy Parish 

Daily Mass Schedule: 

Monday through Wednesday  8:00 am 

Weekend Mass Schedule: 

Saturday:  4:00pm (for Sunday) 

Sunday:   9:00 am and 11:00 am 

Holy Days of Obligation: 

8:00 am, 12:30 pm, and 7:00 pm 
 

St. Monica Parish 

Daily Mass Schedule: 

Thursday and Friday 7:00 am, Saturday 8:00 am 

Weekend Mass Schedule: 

Saturday:  4:00 pm (for Sunday) 

Sunday:  7:30 am/9:30 am/11:30 am 

Holy Days of Obligation: 

4:00pm (prior eve)/7:00 am and 10:00 am 

ST. MONICA SCHOOL 
212 Lawrence St • Methuen, MA 01844 
Telephone (978) 686-1801 
saintmonicaoffice@verizon.net 
www.methuencatholic.org/school 
 
SCHOOL STAFF 
Sister Suzanne Fondini, mfic    
School Principal  
safondini@gmail.com 
 

Sharon Tully                    
Administrative Assistant 

PARISH SERVICES 
St. Vincent de Paul     (978) 686 - 9573 

St. Monica Parish: 212 Lawrence Street  
St. Lucy Parish: 254 Merrimack Street  

Methuen, MA 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
St. Monica Parish  
Friday 6:30-7:30 pm  
Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm 

St. Lucy Parish  
Tuesday 4:30-5:30 pm  
Saturday 3:00-3:45 pm 

and any time by appointment 

Follow us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/methuencatholic/ 

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Mondays at 10 a.m. Please email 
all bulletin notices to methuencatholicnews@gmail.com 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  
Tuesdays: 1:30 - 4:30 pm St. Lucy Church 
Fridays: 7:30 am - 7:30 pm St. Monica Chapel  
 
For more information on Adoration at St. Monica’s, 
please contact Bonnie Doherty at  
bonnieocds@gmail.com or (978) 270 - 3366 
For St. Lucy’s, please contact Ellen Wholley at  
(978) 682 - 8459. If school is cancelled due to 
weather, Adoration is also cancelled.  
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Good, Clean Fun for the Entire Family
North Andover, MA 

 • www.LaserCraze.usGiant bounce
 houses too! 

ADULTS AND SENIOR CLASSES
EEC LICENSED AFTER SCHOOL
FULL DAY VACATION AND SUMMER 
CAMPS

230 Pleasant St. 
Methuen, MA 01844

TINY LIONS 4-6 YEARS . CHILDREN 6-12 . TEENS 13+

978-655-1473 
www.changstaekwondoamerica.com

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

www.rosariesfromflowers.com

Merrimack Valley
Orthodontics

Joseph P. Giordano, DMD
Audra B. Reynoso, DMD

Complimentary 
Exam

Beautiful, Healthy Smiles for Children, Teens & Adults

Boston Priests. There for us.  
Please give online at clergytrust.org 
or text PRIEST25 to 20222 to  
donate $25.
 Msg. & data rates may apply.    

�e Catholic Cemetery Association

Shouldn’t your family be protected?

Our ministry includes assisting families before a 
death occurs. Call today for your free pre-planning 

kit including: our free booklet, money saving certi�cate, 
information on payment plans and speci�c information 
on our local Catholic Cemeteries.

Call Today . 781-322-6300

24/7  T o w i ng  &  R ec o v ery  
w w w .R G AT I R E .c o m

( 6 03 )  89 8- 9 07 7  
( 6 03 )  5 05 - 7 6 7 1

978-674-7035
217 Merrimack St., Methuen

Monument Sales  •  Cemetery Lettering

    C
Colizzi 

Memorials, Inc.

We make it easy 
to hear again.

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Georgetown Bradford

DigitalHearingHealthcare.com
978.378.3207

Newburyport

Haverhill Street BP, Inc
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

Engine Diagnostic Services
Foreign & Domestic Cars
MA State Inspection Station

(978) 687 - 9204
245 Haverhill St. Methuen

20+ years experience

CASH FOR YOUR HOME
Any Size Big Or Small | Any Condition We Buy Them All

4 House Needs Repairs
4 No Home Inspection
4  Close In as Few as 5 Days

800-983-1193 | www.GarmourMultiFamily.com   

4 Downsizing
4 Life Transition
4 Inherited Property

As Seen On

Scott’s Auto & Truck Service

978-688-6679

Save 10% With our Pay it Forward Program
Mention this ad to receive 10% OFF your next labor service

All General Repairs • Foreign & Domestic • Computer Diagnostics
Specializing in 4x4 Trucks • Snow Plowing, Removal & Sanding

8 Marshall Street, Methuen, MA 01844
ScottsAutoTruck.com

Est. 1993

YOU BREAK IT, WE FIX IT ANY TYPE 
OF ELECTRONICS EQUIPMENT
2 Charles St. / Methuen / MA 01844

978.747.4154
978.686.1440

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

�ey make this bulletin possible.

“Thank You”
Sponsors

Remember to say

to our



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Monica, Methuen, MA 901

978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery
 Merrima  St  • Met uen

Mon  – Fri: 8:30 am – 7pm | Sat: 9am – 3pm | 978.552.1700 |
30 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 01844 | ConlinsPharmacy.com

Serving 
Generations 

of Healthy 
Families

Weekly & Monthly Rentals of
Home Safety and Mobility Products

•PilotAd2_4_14 2014_Layout 1  4/14/14  4:19 PM  Page 1

. COMPLETE EXCAVATION . SITE WORK
. SEWER AND WATER LINES

978-685-2627

Mary Immaculate Health/Care Services
Catholic Healthcare and Related Services 

for Older Adults
172 Lawrence Street, Lawrence

978-685-6321 • www.mihcs.com

Kenneth H. Pollard 
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

233 Lawrence St., Methuen

978-687-7300

Our Family 
Helping Your Family

pollardfuneralhome.com

Dick’s
& APPLIANCES

SALES & SERVICE

TV

284 Main Street - Rte 97
Salem NH 03079
Rick Dube
978-683-9000

480 Jackson St.
Methuen, MA 01844
978-686-3906
CedarViewRehab.com

A New & Proud Member of 
MARQUIS HEALTH SERVICES

RATED 4 STARS BY THE CMS

PAINTERS 
UNLIMITED

Joel Begin over 15 years experience

978-682-9901

. Interior & Exterior
  Painting 
. Carpentry 

. Power Washing 

. Deck Re�nishing

Snow Removal 
Walkways & Driveways 

On-Call Service Available

Methuen Area 
Call Alex 
Parishioner 

978-557-1029

GREATER LAWRENCE 
INSURANCE AGENCY

Get Insured
Damaris Madera & Debra Tarshi-Ragonese

514 Essex Street 
Lawrence, MA 01840 (978) 683-4177

“God is Love”     1 John 4:8 

June D’Urso
978-360-5889 
C21 McLennan & Co.
St. Lucy Parishioner

Your Full Service Realtor

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771




